




































S.n''1l· sJ.n""-1926 r'l. it::'1 . ., c-:Jhe 
the Looking-Glass 

Over my desk there han gs a copy of R aphacl 's The ('hool of ,1t hl'llS , 0 ftcn-vcry 

often-as I sit and look at it, it almost happens that 1 can stand on thc marble steps, 

undcr the arche. of that Crecian templc and can actually hear the swift, cager word s 

w hich fly from one brightly-robed figu re to another. And what a good ly company of 

ancient Greeks it is! The lu rc of all the ridd les asked by N aturc and by JUan ha 

permeated thosc wall ·, and back and forth fly the finely-taken questions and answers 

concerning th· nature of, the earth, the stars, of l\lan, and of God. Thinkers, thcse 

mcn are, entcred upon the great Advcnturc of thc lVlind, attempting to look fu ll at lifc, 

"to see it steadily and see it whole." There are among them those w ho hear the lVlusic of 

the Spheres, and those who thrill to the dance of the atom; tho e who run at the ca ll of 

Pleasure, and those who arc sobcr at the voice of Duty; one who says, "Comc up from 
the world and seck to know perfection," and one who says, "Know thyself." 

This wa. the School of Athens, several ccnturie. before Ch rist. And yet no age 

down the long vista of ages past is so like in spirit and in attitude toward lifc to our 

own. To both life holds out a great challengc to reason; minds become winged and 
see.k the farthcst parts of the universe in an effort to know. Both have rejected the 

gUI.dance of trad i tion and au thori ty and have bccomc scientificall y-Illi nded, cri tical; 
satIsfied on ly by probing ad' ." ., d' .. n InvestIgatIng, expenmcntlllg an testIng; strallllllg to hear 
all the smallest voices of the earth and to understand them, 

" Each year at Commencement, as the Seniors stand on the step. of the Holl ins 
1 am reminded ancw of the group on those other steps. Here, as there, there 

are bnghtly-robed figures, al110ng whom swift questions have Hawn back and forth; 

also are tho.e who have heard the l.Vlusic of the Sphere, and those who have 

thl:dled to the dance of the atom. \\1e are one with the chool of Ath::ns in our 
phtlosoph)r of 'ldventUI'e' . ,,' d' fi . '..' III OUI eSlre to nd out for our 'clves. And yet, 
there IS vast dIfference between the School of Today and that group of early thinkers 
gathered III the temples of G· . Ik ' G' I J G' , ,leece, 01 IVa ' Ing on ,reclan Slores an undcr .rreCltln 
skIes: they were hI' marc t, I ' . , I ,," , IU Y plonee ls 'ven tlan we; or certall r] y In a sens:: In which 
we ca n ncver be For the tl ' I 'I h bl I ",' , . pa W1IC 1 t ey aze( were In vlrgll1 forests of thought· It 
was a wholl y ncw thing thcn to seek to understand , and behind their frolltiers there 
a meager sto re of UjJll l ies fo' tl I NT I . . I le ac vcnture. everthc e 5, they set forth on a quest for 
truth whIch has been c'lrried f I d " , , all or two t lousan years, sometImes under strange 
lead:rs and into strange field s. And now modcrn Youth stands, fired by the same 

for truth which is freedom, the hcir of all these intervening ages, with a social 
alld Intellectual heritage co . bl . I' I' , . , . .' .' mpala .e neltler In qua Ity nor In quanDty to any other. 

I t IS thIS Illherltance which makes the grcat difference betwecn th e two age., and I 
often wonder if our e' g' I ' f I'd f ,I CI pus lIng a t lC I11ln orward and upward would not be 
made even more \Va' I . . f' h "'f '" 1111 Y satl s yll1g t an It IS I we would take comprehensive stock of 
thl IIIhentance It is a great '. ,. '. f I I 'f f' . , lese lVOII a w a tl , I not as a source a authOrity a a 
record of the emergillg of the human race from the hand of God-1lnd therefore 'as an 
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explanation of ourselves. Emerson say., "I ClUI find Greece, Asia, Itil ly, Spain and 

Islands-the genius and creative pr incip les of each and of all eras in l11y olVn mi nd;­
there is prope rl y no history, on ly biography." A nd Goethe says that the philosophy of 

every man and of every age depends largely upon the door by which life is entered. To 

know ourselves, then, wil l invo lve an understanding of the doors which have becn flung 

open for us and of those who have flung them open. For our age, with its questioning, 

courageous curio.ity, is, in thi sense, a mirror in which even the School of Athens is 

reflected. To gain any real, live va lues from bei ng "an heir of all thc ages" it is 

required that we slip through , as Alice did, into the Looking-G lass Ilouse ",here the 
pawns are all alivc. "First, there's the room you can see through the glass plain ly­

that's just about the same as our OIVn room only thillgs go the other way." But 

bryond, it is qu ite differc nt. 

But, you wil l say, the golden g lor ies of the old are ollly fa ll en leaves Hbout the feet 

of the young-what we want i. not tradition but inspiration. And Coethe 

"\Ve l11uSt all receive illld learn from those who were beforc us. . To speak th:: 

truth, what had 1 that lI' as properly 111)' o\\'n savc abilit) to sec and hear, to dis· 

tinguish alld to se lect, and to cnliven with some wit what I had 5::C II alld heard, then 

to interpret it with some degrce of skill? I, by no oll'e l11y works to 111)' own 

wisdom alone, but to a thousand things l1nd persolls that pnll'ided me with 
material. All to ld me what they fe lt alld thought, how they livcd alld worked 

and what experiellces thcy had gailled, and I had but to put out 111 )' halld and reap II'hflt 

others had sown for me." 

It is this abi lity to see and hcar and thu ' to put out our hands alld reap what has 
becn SOWII for us which alolle makes us heir of all the ages ill any tnlt se llse. Those 

who havc eyes, yet not the ability to sec, can do no more than move about under the 
protection of reforms, employ machilles, alld express dogma, all of which were at olle 
time private opinions, th n dreams, then strugglcs. Truly to illherit a thillg, wlwth:: r 

it bc il system of studellt government on a collegc campus, a theory of gravitation, or an 

alltomobile, it is required that we imagint "i ntensely and comprelwlIsivl'i) ," that we 

grope with searching tend rils of the imagination illto th e sou l where it wa" onc(' a 
dream alld a visiOIl,-that is, where the truth of it lies, who ellter thus 
through thc looking-glass find, as Alice did, that it is "oh, so beautiful !"- and 

tradition bl' ('()/I/('S inspiratioll. 

And what call we do with this thnt we are ablL- to grasp it ? 
The su rgillg spirit of advcnture, of Youth, tlw winged desire to push t'ver forward and 

onward, forbids us to accept as final the c.'pcricnces of other souls as they stand reflected 

in th:: lifc about c"crthelcs:;. ClIIC nl'v('/' cOlJ1es back from the lookillg-glass worlel 

withollt a feclillg that hc has becn treading on holy ground. Ordinary thillgs arc no 
longer ordinary for the) contaill dream; of ages. \\1e become gentler and Irss 
ruthless; more thoughtful of our 0\\,11 contriblltions, kllO\I ing that the) will after liS; 

anrl more grateful to those of other times, knowing that "wc co uld lIot reach the goal 

which we hi/I'e . ct except II'e tra\'cl o'er the road which they havc laid." 
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I cannot but wonder each Commencement a a new group of Seniors prepares to take 
its pl ace in the Looking-Gla s House of Holl ins history, how many of those for whom 
they have bui lded will come back and visit with them! For the things which have been 
accomplished are oilly a small part of the inner stirrings, the plans and visions which 
lie back of them. A ll these have gone into the making not on ly of the story of Hollins, 
but into that longer story of Adventures in Thinking begun back in Athens, centurie 
ago where the School of Today was founded; and as Holli ns girls each year join this 

long and illustrious procession of fellow-adventurers, at the far end of which stand the 
pioneer figure ill the Greciall temple, I can hear them voicing the cry of each age as it 

bequeaths its inheritance, "Guard you t.he dreams of the Dreamer." 
MIRIAM MCCLAM {Y. 
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