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BY REBECCA STAED

By her sophomore year of
high school, Hope Mitchell *06
had already picked out her college.

She was active in school and
was a member of her high school
dance team. But, while dancing in
a Christmas parade, she landed
badly on her left ankle. Deter-
mined to finish the parade, she
continued to walk on the injury.

Two weeks later, Mitchell’s
ankle had turned blue and swollen
to the size of a softball. After con-
sulting with several podiatrists and
pain doctors, tests showed
Mitchell had Reflex Sympathetic
Dystrophy Syndrome, a disorder
of the sympathetic nervous sys-
tem. The sympathetic nervous sys-
tem is the network of nerves next
to the spinal cord that controls spe-
cific bodily functions.

Mitchell’s problems did not
stop there. The RSDS spread into
her right leg during her junior year,
which caused Mitchell to be un-
able to walk and confined her to a
wheelchair.

When she visited Hollins,
her college of choice, in 2002,
Mitchell was faced with a di-
lemma. Most of the Hollins cam-
pus was not handicap accessible.
But that did not discourage her.

“There was no doubt in my
mind that I was coming to Hol-
lins,” Mitchell said. I wanted to
know what my limits were. Hol-
lins was helpful, and it was an op-
portunity for [the school] to know
what buildings might need adjust-
ing.”

Since Mitchell’s arrival on
campus, however, progress on
handicap access is still slow,
Mitchell and others, like Lauren
Smith, *05, said.

Smith, chairwoman of EN-
ABLE, said Hollins needs to
“renovate, renovate, renovate.”

ENABLE is a club devoted
to raising awareness about and
supporting students with disabili-
ties, according to the club’s state-
ment of purpose. It serves as a li-

aison between students and the
Dean of Academic Affairs to en-
sure that every student receives the
accommodations they need.

“It’s disgusting that there
isn’t even handicap access (o
health services,” Smith said.

Hotuns UNiversiTY, RoaNnoke, VA

Priority rises for disabilities

institutions that receive grants
from the federal government. Dis-
crimination includes access to edu-
cational programs and facilities,
according to Section 504,
Buildings built before 1977,
when Section 504 was issued, are

Health Services
Counseling Services

Entrance C
g S
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Access to Health Services, located down a flight of stairs
on the first floor of Turner Entrance C, is nearly impossible
for people with physical disabilities.

“Classes and rooms can be moved,
but you can’t get to the adminis-
trative offices.”

Fortunately, there are laws
that require Hollins to provide
handicap access.

Section 504 of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
prohibits discrimination against
people with physical disabilities in

exempt from the law and do not
have to be made fully accessible.
Instead, the program or activity
can be relocated to a handicap ac-
cessible building.

Most buildings on the Hol-
lins campus are exempt and meet
all federal regulations, said Rich-
ard Alvarez, vice president for Fa-
cilities and Technology. Even so,
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Alvarez said the issue is very im-
portant.

“Hollins is a historical cam-
pus with very old buildings, built
when access was not thought of.
Because we are historical, a lot of
circumstances are grandfathered,
but that’s not an excuse for not
making changes,” said Alvarez.

“It’s not a question of access
being a low priority,” he contin-
ued. “It's what the best strategy is.
We try to look at the entire cam-
pus strategically.”

In fact, handicap access is a
top priority on Hollins® master
planners’, Sasaki Associates, Inc.,
agenda. Sasaki Associates is a de-
sign firm for higher education in-
stitutions. In addition to Sasaki,
Peter Ozins, an architect con-
tracted by Hollins who has exten-
sively studied handicap access,
and a separate firm. John Milner
Associates, Inc.. that provides ar-
chitecturai, hisioric preseiviaiion,
are working to renovate the cam-
pus.

The master plan is sched-
uled to be finished this February,
and it will include a recommen-
dation of renovation priorities.

“But that does not mean the
money will be available [by Feb-
ruary].” said Alvarez.

“We will not start renova-
tions until we have the funds.”

Construction on Presser
Hall will begin this summer, and
an elevator will be installed. Top
priority went to Presser because a
donor provided money. Alvarez
said because money is limited, that
it is important for Hollins to pri-
oritize how and when buildings
will be made accessible.

“We want to incorporate
those facilities that will have the
most use,” he said. “Every time we
renovate a building we are required
to include handicap access. If we
went around doing makeshift ac-
cess we would spend hundreds of
millions of dollars, instead of if we
included it in our renovations.”

SEE HANDICAP PAGE 4
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Fall Ring Night rumors spark controversy

BY LAUREN CLEMENCE
AND JEN SPELKOMAN

Reports, accusations and ru-
mors of alleged hazing and illegal
activities during Hollins® annual
Ring Night tradition fueled school
administrators and student com-
mitlees to look at the student or-
ganized event more closely.

In its present state, the three-
day event of Ring Night consists
of juniors earning their class rings
through fulfilling senior demands,
juniors dressing up in costumes
and performing skits, and sopho-
more and first year helpers driv-
ing the juniors around to complete
Ring Night related tasks.

The prevention of hazing is
very important to the Hollins ad-
ministration. Precautions such as
meetings prior to Ring Night, and
the distribution of Ring Night con-
tracts are taken to ensure the safety
of Hollins students.

In the contracts, the school’s
policies against activities such as
hazing, drinking, and drug use are
outlined along with the repercus-
sions for violating these guide-
lines.

Consequences for breaking
these rules include removal from
Ring Night activities. Depending

on the severity of the situ-
ation, some students may
have to report to student
conduct council.

“Past Ring Nights
have included many inci-
dents of hazing,” said Se-
nior Class President, Jes-
sica King ‘04, “That’s
why a couple of years
ago, the clauses about
hazing were added to the
Ring Night contract,
There are many ways to
participate that do not in-
volve hazing, that don’t
put anyone at risk of get-
ting hurt or in trouble and
that make the tradition
fun for everyone in-
volved.”

Rumors of illegal
activities prompted Vice
President and Dean of
Student Affairs, Siclinda
Canty-Elliot to call three manda-
tory meetings one week after the
Oct. 26 event. One meeting was
held for each class that participated
in Ring Night.

“We felt that it was very im-
portant to communicate with stu-
dents what some of those rumors
were, what we have heard and
what we are doing to preserve the

EmiLy ErceL

Rosalina Leoncio ‘04 (foreground) and Emily Feilder ‘05
perform as pop kings of the 80’s Prince and George
Michael for their Friday night skit.

Ring Night tradition,” said Canty-
Elliot. “I think it was important to
have those meetings because I un-
derstand that the rumor mill
spreads fast around Hollins. I
wanted to get the correct informa-
tion out, and I wanted to figure out
if any students knew anything
about the incidents.”

The goal of the meetings
was to bring information back to
the Ring Night committee so that
they would be able to re-examine
the tradition and improve it for the
future.

While many students partici-
pated in the discussions generated
by Canty-Elliot, some expressed
that the structure of the meetings
was an inappropriate way to ap-
proach the situation.

*I really felt like she was
treating us like children, like she
wanted us to rat on our friends,”
says Sarah Poulton *06. It kind of
felt like we had done something
wrong when we most definitely
had not.”

The invitation to each meet-
ing came in the form of an e-mail
sent to each Ring Night participant
from Canty-Elliot and the class
presidents.

Students who chose not to
attend the meetings, who did not
have class, were asked to attend al-
ternate meetings or set up indi-
vidual appointments with Dean
Canty-Elliot. Students who did not

comply had holds placed on their
accounts by Canty-Elliot, dis-
abling them to register for Janu-
ary term and spring 2004 classes,
until they scheduled a meeting
with her.

Upon discovery of these
holds, SGA president, Beth Burgin
contacted Provost Wayne Markert.
He, in turn, approached Canty-
Elliot, who confirmed that she
would remove the holds the next

S
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Lizzy Bencuorr
Sarah Gerber ‘05, Katie Parnell ‘05, Jessica Culber ‘05, Kristen Polich ‘05
and Taylor Slaughter ‘05 perform as the Spice Girls for their Friday lunch skit.

In order to create a
convergence between
students and administra-
tors, Canty-Elliot de-
cided to form an ad hoc
(task force oriented)
committee out of the
original Ring Night com-
mittee members, student
affairs, alumnae and
honor court chairs. The
purpose of this commit-
tee is to discuss how fu-
ture Ring Nights may be
structured.

“The committee
hopes to make sure the
hazing policy and Ring
Night contract are clear,”
says King. “[We hope] to
eliminate any inconsis-
tencies, and make sure
that the tradition, policies
and procedures fit with
student opinions and experi-
ences.”

The committee plans to ex-
amine Ring Night activities at
Sweet Briar College, Mary
Baldwin College and Randolph-
Macon Women'’s College to see
how other regional colleges con-
duct their Ring Night related tra-
ditions.

SEE RING NiGHT PAGE 3
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Master Planners propose campus revisions

BY JULIA KNOX

As many of are aware by
now, Hollins has brought in a
Master Planners group to plan
necessary renovations to the
campus.

The planners, known as
the Sasaki Associates, have
spent countless hours reviewing
the campus layout and meeting
with faculty and students to de-
termine possible changes to the
campus layout.

According to University
President Nora Kizer Bell, “The
goal of the Master Planners is
to look at our current status and
current use of the facilities, and
suggest if we are using them in
the right way. For example, they
will indicate if we have our aca-
demic programs in the right
places, and suggest improve-
ments that we can make with our

budget”.

At a meeting with students
on Tuesday, November 4, Sasaki
announced some of their ideas
they had come up with during
preliminary brainstorming.
Many of these ideas involved
residential life.

For example, after noting
safety issues, it was suggested
that Hollins rent out the apart-
ments to Roanoke residents, and
build new dorms by Tinker.
These dorms could be either
suite or apartment style.

New dorms would solve a
number of problems with the
apartments. It would no longer
be necessary to go under the
bridge, or risk getting hit by a
car on Route 11. Jaki Anna '05,
said during the meeting, “The
safety of the apartments is a big
issue. There's no way to close
them off, and anybody can come

in during parties”,

Sasaki also proposed a re-
vival of the front quad. During
the early 1900’s, campus life re-
volved around the quad. But as
enrollment expanded, so did the
campus.

The Master ‘Planners
brought up the idea of moving
the Student Services department
and other offices all to buildings
on the quad.

For example, they sug-
gested that the first floor of West
become completely non-resi-
dential; instead it would be what
they called an “Academic Re-
source Center.” The bottom
floor of East would undergo
these same changes.

Some students attending
the meeting noted that this might
not be a good idea. as they
would feel weird going down-

Ring Night

This plan'is not met with approval by
all students though. I would like to think
Ring Night is unique.” says fall 2003 par-
ticipant, Zirwat Chowdhury "05. *I see the
value of Ring Night as a Hollins tradition,
and I don’t think that we should conform to
other schools’ rituals.”

Nov. 17 marks the distribution date
for surveys to be e-mailed to students re-
garding the ring night festivities. Students
will have two weeks to articulate their feel-
ings regarding the tradition, before return-
ing their surveys to the commitiee by Dec.
5

According to Dean Canty-Elliot, the
committee will present their findings and
suggestions to SGA Senate on Dec. 9.

*1 think it’s good that the adminis-
tration is recognizing the importance of tra-
ditions to Hollins students,” says King. "It
seems to me that the administration is opén-
ing the lines of communication with repre-
sentatives from all classes to look at whal
is important to us and find ways to ensure
that traditions remain alive and well while
ensuring student safety and well being.

She continues. “The idea to take a
look at Ring Night and how it works was
not the administration’s call alone: the en-
tire Ring Night committee agreed that we
need to make sure the tradition is serving
its purpose to students.”

Canty-Elliot, as well as student lead-
ers involved in the Ring Night re-evalua-
tion process, hopes to preserve Ring Night
as a tradition in one form or another.

“If we could let the first year and
sophomore students understand that they
can have a positive experience without
doing outrageous things that are going
to somehow get out of hand, then I think
that the committee’s work will have been

stairs in their pajamas if all the
deans were there.

Two of Sasaki’s more
popular ideas involved moving
the Rat to the bottom floor of
Turner and changing the path of
the Loop. Making the part of the
Loop by Tinker extend more to-
wards the lake instead of dou-
bling as the path to Siberia
would increase safety for stu-
dents.

Brittany Addison-Prescott
07 commented, “I think that
would be really cool to do. be-
cause then we wouldn’t have to
worry about getting hit by other
cars when we're walking out to
Siberia”.

Bell’s favorite idea in-
volved the complete revamping
of Turner. After a complete reno-
vation, the Rat would be moved
to Turner, and a porch would be

added to the building. On the
lawn between Turner and the
new Fine Arts building would be
a natural amphitheatre, where
outdoor concerts and othe:
events could be held.

Bell was quick to warn tha
such major changes wouldn’
happen for a number of years
She also noted that such renova:
tions should be of no extra cos
for the student.

Sasaki was making sugges
tions based on our current and fu-
ture budgets. The actual Maste
Planners themselves were paic
for by the Board of Trustees.

So far, the Master Planner:
have only tossed out these pre:
liminary ideas. They will be back
with even more new ideas at ¢
December meeting. All student:
are encouraged to attend and pro-
vide feedback.

In a recent written survey, here is what our customers said
when asked the following question:

.

done as far as educating the students,”
says Canty-Elliot.

First year and sophomore students
have differing opinions regarding the tra-
dition and its presence and effects on
campus.

“I won't miss my opportunity to
participate in Ring Night when [ am a
junior,” said Candice Dalton *07. 1 can’t
wail to experience this tradition.”

Anna Coppelstone 06 opposed
this view. I don’t object to class bond-

ing. but when things get wasteful and
dangerous. I would choose not to par-
ticipate,” she says.

The contemplation of the future of
Hollins traditions is an evolving hot topi¢
on campus. Expressions of concern for
the preservation of Hollins traditions
come [rom all sectors of the Hollins com-
munity — from students (o the adminis-
tration and alumae,

"I hope that the tradition of Ring
Night continues to be a three day event
that the school supports and that students
like taking a part in,” says Jenny Flora
‘04. “The tradition of Ring Night may
have evolved from what it was when the
school was founded. but so have the girls
who attend [Hollins] and the attitudes
that are represented here. Ring Night
should be about bonding between Hol-
lins women, not the breaking of preex-
isting bonds.” :
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Handicap

Hollins is looking for ways to fund the
renovations. Alvarez said that there is money
available to historical buildings like the ones
on campus, and the master planners are help-
ing Hollins try to locate those grants.

Hollins, however, is willing to accom-
modate those with special needs when nec-
essary.

Lasl year, a temporary ramp was in-
stalled in the front entrance to Tinker Hall
so that Mitchell could get in and out on her
scooter. She was also provided with a medi-
cal single because her scooter did not fit into
standard Tinker singles.

The ramp in front of Tinker was made
permanent over the summer, and an emer-
gency door was put in so that students in
wheelchairs or on crutches could enter the
residence hall trouble-free. The door opens
automatically with the push of a button, re-
placing the cumbersome task of unlocking
two heavy, metal doors.

Upon request, special fire alarms were
placed in two hearing impaired students’
rooms in the past year, and the library’s
handicapped access stays open until 11 p.m.
this year, instead of 5 p.m.

“] think Hollins is doing a better job
this year than last year because they are more
aware [of handicap issues],” Mitchell said.
“Itis good that Hollins is bringing in an out-
side company to help [with the planning].
They are taking bigger steps to make it
easier.”

In particular, Mitchell said M.J.
Konopke, Director of Residence Life, has
been extremely helpful.

“Any problems I had, I went to her,”
said Mitchell.

As Director of Residence Life,
Konopke is a liaison for students in the resi-
dence halls with special needs and the physi-
cal plant.

“I know that all of our buildings are
not ADA compliant,” Konopke said. “[But]
the physical plant works well, and they have
tried to make accommodations as permanent
as possible. Some buildings won’t allow ac-
commodations to be made.”

For instance, one student requested
that a ramp be installed into East building
for her parent, who is confined to a wheel-
chair, so that she could get in and out while
visiting, Konopke said. However, the ramp
stuck out too far from the entryway, which
violates ADA regulations, and could not be
installed.

*“I would like to see us make a better
effort to be prepared [for disabilities] instead
of working through it with students as they
get here,” Konopke said.

Students aren't the only ones with spe-
cial needs.

Darla Schumm, professor of Reli-
gious Studies, is visually impaired and can
usually be seen with Papaya, her seeing eye
dog.

Besides Papaya, Schumm needs
adaptive equipment, such as a speech syn-
thesis program, a screen reader, and a scan-
ner designed particularly for blind and low
vision users. Speech synthesis programs
process texts to create clear speech output
with human-like intonation, much like a
screen reader that gives audio feedback of
the computer screen’s content. The scan-
ner scans hard copy materials and reads
them back to the user.

Hollins provided Schumm with this
special equipment as well as a student as-
sistant who helps with tasks like reading her
mail for her.

Schumm said she has had her share
of difficulties and has always had to take
the initiative to get her needs met.

“I feel like much of my existence is
educating people,” she said. *You have to
see to it that things happen. I think every-
one agrees Hollins is not accessible to those
who cannot walk. It’s not an easy campus
for any student with a physical disability.
It's not anybody’s fault.”

Celia McCormick, dean of Admis-
sions, said that when a student with a
physical handicap is looking at where they
are going to study, access and facilities
are important factors that they have to ex-
plore.

McCormick and Hollins admissions
counselors are in charge of recruiting girls
of all races, ethnicities, sexual orienta-
tions, disabilities, and backgrounds o
Hollins.

“Once we learn of a disability it is
our job to help that student and connecl
them to the right people on campus.”
McCormick said. “Because this is a resi-
dential area, not just educational, we have
to make more of an effort to include those
with handicaps.”™

McCormick said that from an Ad-
missions point of view, physical disabili-
ties do not factor into whether or not a
student will be admitted.

“When we are recruiting students
we want to recruit those that are available,
and we want to be sure that what we have
is what people need,” she said. “And if
not, it can be addressed.”

Schumm said that part of the rea-
son Hollins does not have as many stu-
dents with disabilities may be because
larger schools have more resources for
them.

“Students don't want to end up at a
university where they have to negotiate
everything they do,” she said. “It’s harder
when a [disabilities] system isn’t in place.”

Smith knows this all too well since
Student Government Association did not

provide ENABLE with a budget for the
2003-04 school year. As a result, students
with disabilities are lacking an important
channel through which they may voice their
concerns.

Despite the obstacles, Mitchell said
that she does not regret her decision to come
to Hollins. Last spring, she had spinal cord
surgery and is now able to walk, but says
accessibility is still an important issue to her
and a lot of changes still need to be made.

“I definitely think that good, sound
first floor entries need to be made,"” she said.

Last year, Mitchell had a lot of classes
in Presser, she said. Lack of first floor
wheelchair entrances made it inconvenient
because she had to use the second floor en-
trance,

Winter also became an inconvenience
for her last year.

“When it snowed, they wouldn’t plow
enough for my scooter to get through.” she
said.

In an email, Mitchell said, “I talked
to maintenance and grounds about the prob-
lem. They were very nice and apologized
for the incident. I was told to call Campus

Safety if I couldn’t get my scooter out and
they would come and pick me up.”

Some days, however, Campus Safety
would not pick her up if she called, or they
refused to, said Mitchell. She had to con-
tact Konopke, who talked to Campus Safety
and fixed the problem before the end of the
SNOW Season.

“I am pleased to see the students have
as much interest as they have,” Alvarez said.
“Students are truly concerned about this.
Handicap access is high on our priority list,
and everyone is keenly aware of the issue.”

Though the changes are slow,
Schumm advised, “I know it’s frustrating.
There’s no way around it, but you can’t give
up. Change isn’t going to happen unless
people with disabilities insist that it hap-
pens, demanding what is ours. These are
things most people take for granted.”

“We often talk about disabilities in
one category, but handicapped involves a
range of disabilities,” Schumm said. “I hope
we become more accessible. Diversity is
something the campus is working towards
right now. The more diverse our campus is
on all levels, the better.”
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Susan Thomas to adopt Kazahkstanian ch11d

BY LISA BOWER

Asmembers of the gay, lesbian,
bisexual, transgender/transsexual
community create families, many con-
sideradding children to their lives. One
option for same-sex couples is adop-
tion; although laws have been created
to dissuade this decision, many are
finding ways around such restrictions.
Susan Thomas, associate professor of
Women Studies and Political Science,
has made the decision to adopt a child
with her partner Lori Rehfeldt.

The decision to adopt a child
was part of a larger philosophical
struggle for Thomas who had
struggled with citizen's obligations to
the world’s people in poverty.

*Last year I came across New
York University philosopher Peter
Unger’s book, ‘Living High and Let-
ting Die,’ which probes our intuitions
about whether it is wrong to live well

without giving substantial amounts of

money to help people who are hun-
gry, malnourished or dying from eas-
ily treatable illnesses,” said Thomas.

“I read Princeton ethicist Peter Singer,
a utilitarian philosopher who judges
whether acts are right or wrong by their
consequences. In his view, each one
of us with wealth surplus to her or his
essential needs should be giving most
ofitto help people suffering from pov-

In 2001, Thomas decided to
travel to China, a nation with poor and
hungry people to get an idea of where
1o begin.

“I immediately noticed that all
the children in the streets were boys,”
said Thomas. “I don't recall ever see-
ing an infant girl anywhere in the ten

major cities I visited. I learned that
because of the nation’s one child
policy, families wanted boys. Girls not
aborted were often dumped in orphan-
ages. Atthat moment I knew that T had
to come back and adopt an Asian girl.”

After Thomas’ visit, China
changed its adoption policy. It now no
longer accepis applications from un-
married women who refuse to sign an
affidavit swearing they are hetero-
sexual. Thomas said she would not
sign anything that would *‘compro-
mise her belief in equality and dignity
forall people regardless of sexual iden-
tity.”” She therefore searched for other
ways to adopt an Asian heritage fe-
male.

Thomas turned to Kazakhstan,
a country in Central Asia, northwest
of China, which doesn trequire people
to prove their heterosexuality on pa-
per.

The U.S. Department of Health
and Human Service's Administration
for Children and Families says on their
website that “the most common way
in which same-sex couples adopt is
that one partner has legal custody of a
child [either by birth or adoption] as a
single parent. Then the second part-
ner, after the adoption has been final-
ized, petitions the court to allow the
second partner to do a second parent
adoption of the other partner’s child
using the streamlined stepparent adop-
tion process. Second parent adoption
allows a homosexual couple to adopt
achild so that both partners have equal
parental rights.”

Though Kazakhstan allows
unmarried women to adopt its nation’s
orphans, like the state of Virginia, the
govermnenl will not allow same sex

couples to adopt.
Most states currently allow an

individual gay or lesbian adultto adopt
a minor child, but no states currently
sanction adoption by same sex
couples. The main problem for unmar-
ried same-sex couples is the prohibi-
tion in 49 of the 50 states against their
legal marriage. Hawaii doesn’t pro-
hibit same-sex marriage but it has not
legalized it either. Florida and New
Hampshire forbid adoption by homo-
sexuals in their statutes, and the state
of Connecticut’s statutes specify that
the sexual orientation of the adoptive
parents may be considered but no spe-
cific orientation will be required for a
child’s placement.

Several court decisions have
looked at the issue of same sex adop-
tion. A recent court decision in New
Jersey overtumed a lower court rul-
ing barring joint adoption by a gay
couple.

Vermont has allowed two les-
bians with a favorable evaluation by a
child-placing agency, to adopt. In that
case, one woman adopted as a single
parent, and a year later the second part-
ner petitioned the court successfully
to also adopt. Thus the first partner did
an individual stranger adoption and the
second did a second parent adoption.

*“For these reasons, ] will be the
legal parent while my partner Lori will
be the legal guardian,” said Thomas.
“Nonetheless, Cais will be our daugh-
ter; we plan to work toward changing
the state’s condescending attitudes to-
ward and discriminatory treatment of
altemative family structures.”

Her partner, Rehfeldt, agreed,
writing in an e-mailed statement, ““This
is one of the most exciting times of

my life. My partner and I have hap-
pily chosen to add to our family
through adoption. Unfortunately, in
this so-called land of the free, we, asa
same sex couple, are not free to jointly
adopt our daughter.”

The process to adopt can be a
long one.

“It took nearly 6 months just to
complete the necessary paperwork:
verification and authentication by the
Secretary of the Commonwealth of
my income, savings, employment, in-
surance, driving record, notarized and
apostilled birth certificates, criminal
background check every 3 months,
complete physical exam every 3
months, homestudy completed by Vir-
ginia adoption agency, FBI clearance,
Department of Homeland Security
approval, Bureau of Citizenship and
Immigration Services approval. fin-
gerprinting in Alexandra, notarized
and apostilled power of attomey, vi-
sas for the three of us, approval from
the Kazakhstan Minister of Foreign
Affairs and the Minister of Education,
and so on,” said Thomas.

Though Thomas and her part-
ner specified what sex, age and medi-
cal problems ehry would accept, the
adoption agency chose their daughter
for them.

“Once we receive the medical
evaluation, we can accept or reject the
child,” said Thomas. “If we reject the
referral, we will then wait for another
one. We both immediately took to this
sixteen month old girl and hope that
she’s healthy enough for us to handle.”

Matemity leave for parents is
not law in the United States, as it is in
many other nations such as Switzer-
land. Hollins gave Thomas six weeks

leave to travel to Kazakhstan. She will
take her leave the spring semester and
will resume teaching in the fall.

*Kazakhstan requires adoptive
parents to spend two weeks in the or-
phanage with their child, called the
bonding period before they can pro-
ceed to court,” said Thomas. “This
takes another week. The last two
weeks are spent finalizing paperwork.
Luckily, we will have our own driver,
translator and cook for the five weeks
we are there. This is included in the
adoption fee.”

The issue remains that many
people do not have the money to
adopt, and many do not receive-ma-
ternity leave, let alone have the re-
sources to adopt from a foreign coun-

Mirah Riben has written that
adoption “is classist; is easier for
richer, more powerful, and betteredu-
cated (higher class) people.”

Thomas and Rehfeldt remain
excited for the future.

*“I do trust Susan, and look for-
ward to loving, giving, nurturing and
sharing with her our new daughter and
family experience,” said Rehfeldt in
her email.

“My partner Lori and I have
been in this process together,” said
Thomas. “We've made each decision,
from which international adoption
agency to use to what name to give
ourdaughter, jointly. I am thankful that
Lori is easy going and agreeable be-
cause this is a stressful process.”

Information for this article was
gathered at: naic.acf.hhs.gov/pubs/
I_same.cfm and members.tripod.com/
ABORN. Webring/Aborn/Congress/
Discrimination.html.

Voice organizes campus

BY KIRSTEN BREWER

On-campus recycling this
year has come under the jurisdic-
tion of Voice, an activism organi-
zation at Hollins. The chairs of the
new recycling committee are Sarah
Wylder "07, and Sonya Coleman
"06.

According to Wylder, recy-
cling committee co-chair, students
can recycle paper, thin cardboard,
aluminum, two different types of
plastics, and glass.

The committee has worked to
distribute recycling receptacles
throughout the residence halls in
hopes that convenience will inspire
recycling on campus: there are nine
in Tinker, one in each part of East,
and two in the laundry room at the
apartments, as well as in West and

Starkie.

Recycling is emptied by the
Voice commiittee and transported to
recycling facilities every two weeks
by Annetay Henderson '05.

The recycling program, reac-
tivated from several years ago in
2001 by Laura English 02, has been
expanded a great deal over the past
few years.

When Stephanie Stender '04
came to Hollins, there was no stu-
dent-organized recycling on cam-
pus.

“It shocked me when I came
to Hollins that there was no recy-
cling since it is such a big deal in
Connecticut,” she states. “I'm re-
ally happy that they are doing it
now.”

Wylder, who was in charge of
her previous school’s recycling pro-

gram, is disenchanted with Hollins’

attitude toward recycling, however.
“The school is not officially in
charge of recycling; they pick up the
paper and it is the responsibility of
the student body to take care of ev-
erything else. You would think that
Hollins would want to get more in-
volved in environmental issues, to
set a good example for the commu-
nity.”

Wylder expresses an interest
in rousing more concern for eco-
logical issues on campus, perhaps
even celebrating Earth Day at Hol-
lins.

I think it would be great to
get concerned students and faculty
involved, particularly the professors
who teach ecology,” she said. “It
would encourage more environ-
mental awareness on campus.”

N N N

In West, the recycling com-
mittee has run into some difficul-
ties. Two recycling bins were re-
moved from the first floor trash
room. The Building department
posted a sign, asking that glass or
plastic cans and bottles be placed in
the trash. The recycling commitee
visited the physical plant and in-
quired about suitable locations for
the bins, but they have yet to receive
a reply.

According to Maggie Hunt
‘04, a resident of West, “When the
bins were in the trash room, there
were too many bottles, cans, and
pizza boxes to fit, so they were ly-
ing on the floor around the bins. It
was a mess. | can see how it
would’ve be a hazard.”

When interviewed about the
recycling program and environmen-

-wide recycling program

tal issues on campus, Hadley
Meares ‘04 noted other wasteful
practices, such as the use of
styrofoam in the dining hall.

“I am appalled when the din-
ing hall gives us grief about wasted
food,” said Meares. “Every day
they put out plastic spoons and
forks and use styrofoam containers
and cups; sometimes they even give
out styrofoam plates. It seems non-
sensical to complain about wasted
food when the school itself is be-
ing so wasteful. We aren't even al-
lowed to bring our own containers
in to use instead of the styrofoam
alternatives.”

The recycling program on
campus has grown extensively in
the past few years, but it seems that
the university itself remains
uninvolved.




sound off: What is your +ake on par¥ial-pierh apordion?|.

“I don’t believe in it,
but I think under
certain circum-
stances, like rape or
if a life is in danger,
then it’s OK.”

- Sunshine
Manderbach ‘07

“I think Bush is an ass.
He’s not making any
exceptions whatsoever,
and there are going to
be extreme cases where
the mother absolutely
‘needs it.”

- Megan Culp ‘07

“I'm pro-life.”
- Margaret Hopkins ‘07

“If the mother’s
life is in danger
aqd the })aby “I think personally
might die as well, that partial-birth
then she and her abortion is wrong
family should have but women should
a choice to save have the right to
the m(.)ther’s‘hfe. 0 make choices aout
- Keeli Scott ‘04 what they want to ‘
do to their bodies.” ‘
- Cara Hulbert ‘07 <
“Partial birth |
abortion is wrong, “In general I'm pro- |
but the bill shpu!d choice, but I think it
have a clause in lt’ should be done before
about the mother’s the child is formed, and

health.”

S in this particular case, a
- Sadie Tillery ‘o5

clause should be
formed.”
- Nicole Johnston ‘o5
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ALL PHOTOS WERE TAKEN By JuLia Knox J



RD = riding

SC = soccer

SW = swimming

FH = field hockey

CC = cross-country

E&H = Emory and Henry
MBC = Mary Baldwin College

R-M = Randolph-Macon
Women'’s College

FC = Ferrum College

RC = Roanoke College

LC = Lynchburg College

BC = Bridgewater College

November 1-7
hollinscolumns@hotmail.com is always willing to listen
November 8-14: Pursuit of Happiness Week - go out and
find what makes you happy!

e Month :

...National Georgia Pecan Month
.American Diabetes Month ...National Healthy Skin Month
..Avation History Month ...National Impotency Month
.Epilepsy Awareness Month . National Life Writing Month

~.Lung Cancer Awareness Month _ National Peanut Butter Lovers
...National Adoption Month month

...National AIDS Awareness _Vegan Month
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Fall Dance Gathering well attended

BY JEILENN GERLACH

This year’s Eleventh Annual
Hollins Fall Dance Gathering
(Nov. 14-15) showcased works
from visiting artists and Hollins
students in the Shaftman Perfor-
mance Hall in the Jefferson Cen-
ter. More than 700 people attended
the performances over the course

of two nights.

[n Friday night’s show, guest
artist Nicholas Leichter returned
with his company,
nicholasleichterdance, to present a
trio of dances entitled Tribute
(2000), Never End (Preview) and
Free the Angels (2001).

Accented by colorful cos-
tumes and lighting design, the
dancers performed dynamic lifting
and leaping maneuvers, in addition
to solos and duets. The troupe of
six put on an engaging and ener-
getic performance accompanied by
musical artists such as Aaliyah and
Stevie Wonder.

Saturday night’s perfor-
mance featured conceptual dances
by both students and visiting art-
ists. Various performers wore life
jackets, swimsuits, overalls, and
cowboy hats while dancing to dif-
ferent accompaniments, including
singing, silence, Schubert, and the
Beatles. In one piece entitled, I
Call it Bird Dog” by Daniel
Clifton, a rustic character com-

ments on how hard it is to get a
gobbler turkey to leave a pack of
hens alone.

Guest artists Paul Matteson and
Jennifer Nugent practice for their
Saturday night appearance in the Fall

Dance Gathering.

The Fall Dance Gathering,
formerly hosted in the Hollins The-
ater, has been on stage for the sec-

ond year in the Jefferson Center.
Hollins moved the show down-
town last year when the Jefferson
Center extended
an invitation to
bring events there.
Donna Faye
Burchfield, Artis-
tic Director of
Hollins Repertory
Dance Company
emphasizes that
the relocation of
the Fall Dance
Gathering is a
great opportunity
for both the per-
formers and their
audiences.
Burchfield points
out that HRDC
can reach a
broader audience
of loyal Hollins
supporters and
branch out into
the local commu-
nity, which is very
supportive of the
performers.
“[The per-
formers] love it
because the audi-
ences are so re-
ceptive. Nicholas
got a standing ovation on Friday.
It’s nice to go around and see that

EmiLy Erger

people appreciate what you're do-
ing,” said Burchfield.

The format of Fall Dance
Gathering has evolved since its
inception eleven years ago. Ini-
tially, only one or two student
pieces were shown during a series
of guest artists’ works. This year,
five student works were shown.

Student choreographers
Ashley Anderson '06, Angie
Fowler ‘04, Susan Honer 04, Jen-
nifer Schworm 04 showed their
work on Saturday.

To prepare for the Fall
Dance gathering, students often
bring work they have formed over
the summer. Some pieces, such as
“Re-location™ performed by Lara
Allen and Ellen Philpott "05 have
been as much as a year in the mak-
ing. Choreographers attend work-
shop every Friday, asking one an-
other questions to clarify the art-
ists’ intentions.

“It is one of the most posi-
tive ways to provoke new ques-
tions and generate work,” said
Tosha Tillman '04. “The pieces
that were ready were easy to
choose.”

An entire evening was dedi-
cated to Leichter’s company this
year because their performance of
“Bliss” in fall 2002 was so well
received.

Although Leichter was here

only for rehearsal week, in the past,
Leichter and members of his com-
pany have instructed classes in
Movement Studio II and III. This
will be Leichter’s eighth consecu-
tive year teaching at Hollins. He
will return from New York in Feb-
ruary.

“My favorite thing is that his
class is more oriented towards sort
of expression and release through
movement rather than technical
analysis of every specific move,”
said Fowler. “It still requires a
technical base, but in other classes
I am trying to make sure I am do-
ing everything the way I think it
should be instead of just forgetting
all that and allowing myself to just
move.”

Proceeds from the Fall
Dance Gathering will help students
attend an international dance fes-
tival in Cannes, France over
Thanksgiving break. Students at-
tending the Cannes dance festival
will be exposed to lectures, con-
certs, press conferences,

Burchfield will sit on a panel
during a symposium about the idea
of the body and gender expressed
in dance. Hollins alumna Katy
Pyle 02 who attended the Cannes
dance festival four years ago will
be returning as a performer in a
world-renowned company called
John Jasperse.

Julianna Baggott to read work on

BY LISA BOWER

Forget the poetry vs. prose
argument; some writers choose to
do both. Novelist and poet,
Julianna Baggott, will read on
Thursday, December 4, at 8:15pm
in the Green Drawing Room.

Baggott, who received her
MFA from the University of North
Carolina at Greensboro in 1991, is
the recipient of numerous fellow-
ships from such sources as the
Delaware Division of Arts, Vir-
ginia Center for the Creative Arts,
Ragdale Foundation, and Bread
Loaf Writers’ Conference.

She has placed poems and
short stories in dozens of literary
journals including Poetry, The
Southern Review, Chelsea, Cream
City Review, Quarterly West, as
well as the “Best American Poetry
2000 anthology. Baggott has also

MOSTLYFICTION.COM

Julianna Baggott, novelist and
poet, will read at 8:15p.m. on
Dec. 4 in the Green Drawing
Room

read her work on Boston’s
WBUR/NPR’s “Here and
Now" and NPR’s “Talk of
the Nation.”

Her novel, “Girl
Talk,” was published in
2001 and has also been
published by six publish-
ing houses overseas. The
book has been widely re-
viewed by such places as
Poets and Writers, Glam-
our magazine and The
New York Times.

“The title mislead-
ingly suggests that this
novel will have a good-
natured, gossipy tone, but
Baggott’s brand of witty,
psychological observa-
tion is dark and corro-
sive,” said The New York
Times Book Review,

Hollins alum, Jill

McCorkle MA *81 and author of
such short story collections as
Carolina Moon and Crash Diet and
Final Vinyl Days, has weighed in
on Girl Talk as well.

“*Girl Talk is a wonderful
story,”” said McCorkle. “I was
hooked with the very first sen-
tence. The subtle twists and turns
in this piece are remarkable and the
characters vivid and memorable.
This is the work of a very talented
writer. It was a pleasure to read.”

Baggott’s collection of po-

ms, “This Country of Mothers”
was published in 2001 and her sec-
ond novel, “The Miss America
Family,” followed in 2002.

Richard Russo, author of the
Pulitzer Prize in Fiction for his
book “Empire Falls,” has reviewed
“The Miss America Family” say-
ing, “Baggott enjoys living on the
knife edge between hilarity and

campus

heartbreak, and that makes her a
writer after my own heart.”

Baggott’s third novel, “The
Madam,™ which is about the life
of her grandmother who was raised
in a house of prostitution, is due
sometime in 2003.

“Few writers of the twenty-
first century can rival the verve, the
energy and the sheer delight in lan-
guage of Julianna Baggott. Pro-
foundly different from anything
she has done before, The Madam
is an extraordinary novel which
will open a whole new phase of
what already looks like a brilliant
career,” has said Madison Smartt
Bell, MA ‘81 and author of such
novels as “Anything Goes” and
*Straight Cut.”

Baggott currently lives in
Delaware with her husband, poet
David G.W. Scott and their three
young children.
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I’m most thankful for competent help

I recently lost a close friend.
She died a couple weekends ago,
very unexpectedly. Naturally, I was
really upset. She’d been a loyal
friend to me for over two and a half
years—we spent hours together,
sometimes even stayed up all night
enjoying each other’s company.
Losing her left me depressed, ter-
rified, and angry at life.

That was when I realized I
was way too dependent on my com-
puter.

Anyone who’s ever had a
computer crash on them knows
what I mean. It's crippling — your
access to the most basic things in
life (schoolwork, the internet, help-
ful e-mails about herbal penis en-
largement) is suddenly denied, and
if you're as technologically inept
as I am, solving the problem is
about as easy as resurrecting Elvis
with a few candles and a Parker
Brothers ouija board. .

Of course, there are places
you can go for help. The liquor
store is the most obvious, but our
community offers a wealth of other,
less frequented resources. When
my computer crashed, I racked my
brain for places to go. “My God,”
[ thought to myself, “if only there
was a place that would help you
with your computer. Like a help
desk. A computer help desk. God,
that would be perfect.”

Luckily, it turns out there is
a computer help desk — right here

on campus! Who knew? It’s open
until ten in the evening and is staffed
with very helpful personnel, highly
trained in talking on instant messen-
ger and playing CDs. When my
computer crashed that was the first

place I went.

I couldn’t feel more positive
about this experience. Two girls
were there when [ arrived, armed
and ready to aid me with all my
computer needs. One of them help-
fully ignored me and continued in-
stant messenging a friend. The other
informed me that she could take my
computer, fill out a ticket reporting
the problem, and “someone would
get back tome.” What a relief! Just
knowing that “someone would get
back to me” was an enormous com-
fort.

Unfortunately, 1 came to the
computer help desk under somewhat

extenuating circumstances, in that
needed help with the computer in or-
der to get work done. I understand
that they're really not prepared for
students finding themselves in such
bizarre scenarios, so I hold no bit-
terness toward them. Really.

Don’t lose hope yet, though,
my technologically crippled friends.
You can always head for a computer
lab in times of need. That’s where I
went next—the warm, comforting
atmosphere of Pleasants.

Pleasants is a great place to
turn because it’s full of students just
like you — overworked, overpay-
ing, ready to kill themselves at the
slightest provocation. There’s even
a convenient balcony with a hard
cement patio twelve feet below, so
you don’t have to go far to end it
all.

The computers in Pleasants
are programmed to suit your needs.
They sense that you may be intimi-
dated by the cruel, unforgiving
speed of modemn technology, so they
take an hour to open programs such
as Microsoft Word, giving you
plenty of time to adjust to the idea
that. yes, any time now Microsofi
Word will be opening, just like you
asked. Your technology fees are at
work,

Unfortunately, as I discov-
ered, computer labs can treat the
symptoms of your loss, but they're
not a cure. I returned home from
Pleasants at 4 a.m. to find my moni-

tor still black, my computer still
quiet and unresponsive, and was
immediately thrown back into the
depths of despair.

The next day, I fell back on a
time-honored source of comfort in
adversity: my family. I consulted
my father and my 18-year old
brother; they offered a wealth of
helpful advice. “Why don’t you hit
control-alt-delete,” my brother sug-
gested.

“Have you tried turning the
computer off, then turning it back
on?" my dad asked. “Why don’t you
restart it in safe mode,” my brother
told me.“How do I do that?” I asked.

“I don’t know.” he said. *1
just hear people saying that a lot.”

There was only one thing left
to do: get drunk. Now here was an
activity I could throw myself into
with a passion, and 1 derived a ri-
diculous amount of happiness from
the fact that it was something I ac-
tually knew how to do. This was
how I accidentally discovered the
most helpful. untapped resource of
all: my friends’ boyfriends.

Now. I'm a feminist. 1 don’t
need any damn men to hang my pic-
wres for me or program the VCR.
At the same time, as a woman, [
have a lot of important issues dis-
tracting me from learning about
computers. I'm a member of an
oppressed group, which naturally
takes up a lot of my time. I've also
mastered the art of getting through

my period without any embarrass-
ment; I'd like to see your average
oil-changing heavy-object-lifting
male deal with that.

Because guys don’t have 1o
grapple with issues like the
heterosexist patriarchal values that
dominate our society, they have a
lot of free time on their hands, and
this free time is often devoted to fig-
uring out how things work. Guys
will say things to you like “I just
have to go into BIOS in order to
reconfigure your scan drives,” and
they will know exactly what they're
talking about. Whereas I'm not re-

ally sure if that sentence even makes

sense.

This, in the end, was how my
computer was resurrected. As far
as I am concerned, the kind gentle-
man who took four hours out of his
Saturday to “reformat” (letters to the
editor explaining the meaning of this
word are welcome) my computer is
the Mother Teresa of Hollins Uni-
versity.

Now I can communicate with
friends and professors with the mere
click of a button, complete all my
schoolwork. find out what's on TV,
even check the temperature outside.
My computer lives again, humming
comfortingly as I write, ready to
commiserate with all my woes and
help with all my needs. And not a
moment too soon, | was getting re-
ally sick of having to leave my room
all the time.

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21)

coming soon to a campus near you. Dig out those highl

Thanksgiving is around the corner. Remember the
people you are thankful for: the Moody staff, campus safety,
professors. family and friends. The astrological map tells me
what you're really thankful for, but keep it to yourself so no
one will think you are an ungrateful, spoiled brat.

Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21)

Start making plans to vacate campus. Unfortunately
there will be some of you who will have no place to go. If
this is the case, look through your telephone directory. close
vour eyes, and pick a name. I am sure the person you ran-
domly choose will be grateful enough to take you home with
them for Thanksgiving. If not, tell them that they are not
thankful people, and their Thanksgiving dinner will be ru-
ined by sweet potatoes flying through the air and bad cran-
berry sauce.

Capricorn (December 22 - January 19)

Stay away from the party scene. You can’t handle it.
If you go to another party, you are likely to get puke all over
your good friend, and it is probable that he or she won’t be a
happy camper. Relax and find pleasure in being sober for
once. When are you going to learn to avoid Washington and
Lee?

Aquarius (January 20 - February 18)

You will want a new look. Make a fashion statement
| by placing your favorite stickers all over your body, prefer-
ably glow-in-the-dark. It will make a great flashlight for walk-
ing on campus at night, and possibly scare off any kidnappers
| nearby. Your glowing radiance will scare them senseless.
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BY DAYTONA WYLD

Pisces (February 19 - March 20)

Relax as the cool air sets in. You may find itimportant
to meditate and become one with the coldness of Novem-
ber. It will be productivie if you start a meditaing club for
the long and hard winter ahead. Walking in the cold from
class to class can be prevented if you purchase a “How to
Meditate™ manual in the bookstore at Hollins. This book
will show you how to fly to the destination you so desire.
Don’t take your new meditating power lightly: if you do,
you could be in danger.

Aries (March 21 - April 19)

Participate in as many on-campus activities as pos-
sible. Someone will be watching you and you will be re-
warded for your involvement. Dort’put yourself above oth-
ers because of your uncontrollable giving this month. I’ll
leave you with an ancient proverb: Charity done in vain will
only cause you pain.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20)

You will have many different desires that you want to
fulfill. Venus is moving into Pluto, which is a rare happen-
ing. This means that you should do whatever you want. For
get about your assignments and go to that N.E.F.A. party.
Live in the moment and party, baby, party.

Gemini (May 21 - June 21)

Prepare yourself for the harsh weather change that is

fashionable earmuffs, even if it kills you. Your mom’s aero-
bic socks from the 80’s will insulate your feet and ankles as
well. It is also suggested that you wear a head band and tun
your earmuffs into headphones.

Cancer (June 22 - July 22)

Hopefully, for Thanksgiving you'll have a nice place
to go home to and lots of turkey to eat. Why turkey? 1 liki
ham, myself. And what about vegetarians, what do they eat
on Thanksgiving? Think about it.

Leo (July 23 - August 22)

By now the days are getting tough and you can’t wait
until the end of the semester. Watching Destinos is getting to
be obnoxious. What’s with Raquel, anyway? For those o

-you who aren’t familiar with the program, consider yourself

lucky. For Destinos and non-Destinos watchers, rent a **good
movie and snuggle up with a soft teddy bear.

Virgo (August 23 - September 22)

You are excited about your classes for the spring se-
mester. Taking 40 credit hours hasn’t bothered you at all.
You'll have so much time to study and be with friends. Oh
the joys of writing 100 papers in one week. I¥ an exciting
time for you here at Hollins.

Libra (September 23 - October 22)

Happiness will be your guide this month. Thanksgiv-
ing is near, and before you know it, Christmas break will
be,too. It really is true that women who start at Hollins an
going places. Mostly to their dorms, Dana, the libraryor the
Park to dance.
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Apart from turkey and stuffing, thanks for...

With Thanksgiving right
around the corner, I decided to fo-
cus on a few things that I, myself,
am thankful for. As my stress level
has increased this semester with
newspaper, writing a thesis and the
prospect of graduating, I have re-
cently tried to take time to evalu-
ate what’s most important in my
life.

We'll start with my car. |
have never owned one, and I fi-
nally bought one this semester.
Although I have gotten along fine
without one for three years, I am
very thankful for my little Honda
at this point in my life.

Now I can acquire important
necessities at any hour of the night,
such as Red Bull or Marlboro
Lights, without inconveniencing
my roommates or friends. And I
don’t have to walk home to the
;spurnncms late at night.

am also thankful for

websites containing information
crucial for the completion of my
work. I do not know how I would
get through those long nights in

Pleasants and Dana without
www.homestarrunner.com. | am
particularly thankful for “Strong
Bad Email” under the “Features”
button on the remote control.
These can provide hours of memo-
rable and insightful quotes as

Strong Bad religiously replies to
the site’s fan mail.

Other people may have al-
ready discovered this website, but
I feel that it was worth waiting for,
as my internet exploring is gener-
ally limited to checking my e-
mail,

I think that day planners are
something worth mentioning, too,
considering this week’s topic.
Along with that, we can add multi-
colored highlighters to the list.
Without these two things, my life
might actually fall to shambles.

As the numbers of deadlines
and meetings steadily increase,
my day planner is logically laid
out and equipped to accommodate
my scheduling needs. With multi-
colored highlighters, I can even
feed my obsessive compulsive be-
havior by color coding each indi-
vidual subject and task so I know
what is due when at a mere glance.

My layout editor, Lucy, is
also something I'm thankful for.
If it weren’t for her, production
weekends and late nights in the
basement of a creepy building
might actually be scary.

If the creepiness of Moody
didn’t do it, then surely stressing
over missed deadlines and only
having three articles on a Friday
night would push me over the
edge.

But she’s always there to tell
me to shut up and stop freaking
out, in the most polite manner pos-
sible. And, if it weren’t for her,
this lovely newspaper might not
appear before your very eyes, so
you should thank her, too.

I have to say I am addition-
ally thankful for Williamson Rd.
Especially two weekends ago
when my roommate, Cat, and I
pulled up behind a Camaro and a
Trans Am at a stoplight, revving

their engines. We then had the
pleasure of following behind them
as they engaged in a high-speed
35-mph drag race. It was neck-to-
neck as they pumped the breaks
every few seconds. |
We wanted to follow them
when they quickly spun around to

- go the other direction, but then we

decided we might get killed. so we
didn’t.

And last, but certainly not
least. I am most thankful for my
three lovely roommates. Even
though I am hardly at our wonder-
ful, happy apartment, and neither
is one of my other roommates, it’s
nice to know the other two are
there, in case I do go home at a
decent hour. And there are the hon-
orary roommates that I must not
forget, either. If it weren't-for
them, I would probably drop out
of school, altogether.

Happy Thanksgiving!!!

Campus safety should live up to its name

BY LAURA CARRUBA

How many letters and opinion pieces
must Hollins students write in order for the ad-
ministration to figure out that we're not happy
with Campus Safety? As with several other prob-
lems on campus, the administration doesn’t give
arat’s patoot until It Happens To Them. Unfor-
tunately, administration will never know our
Campus Safety woes, thanks to the fact that ad-
ministration parking can do no wrong. Hope-
fully, the addition of my tale of woe will fall on
a sympathetic ear, and help grind the gears in
the rusty administration machine to work out
solutions.

On the moming of Oct. 13, I headed off
campus o spend the last of my laundry money
on $6 wonth of copies. Before | left campus, |
managed o blow my right front tire. A patrol-
ling Campus Safety vehicle stopped to “helpme
out.” Their help amounted (o a phone number
for the Hollins Texaco, as Campus Security
Safety could not help me change my tire.

[ hate 1o sav it but if T was spending the
last of my cash on copies, 1 just couldn’t afford
the $35/hali-hourcharge forthe Hollins Texaco
to tow my car, With the help of a hallmate (thanks
Fuuma!). I manage (o change the tire, Money
for new tire aside. I would have appreciated more
help than just a phone number. considering their
title is Campus Safety.

My tale does not end there. On the mom-
ing of Nov. 7, my hallmates and 1 loaded a
weekend's worth of convention gear into our
cars, preparing to drive (o Virginia Beach to at-
tend Nekocon 6. We parked in Moody for break-
fast. Twocars out of the four in the caravan man-
aged to find 15-minute parking spaces, but one
car was forced to park in regular Moody park-

ing and the last car, my car, parked in front of
the 15-minute parking spaces near the curb. We
intended to be there for no longer than 15 min-
utes, as we desired breakfast before our five-
hourdrive. I suddenly remembered that my sun-
glasses were on my bed back in TInker, so |
raced back 1o get them.

That decision cost us $40. In the five-
minute interval it took me to retrieve my glasses,
Campus Safety placed one of their little collec-
tion envelopes under my windshield wiper. Not
twenty feet away sat my friends, and during the
time it took the officer to write the ticket and
place it so carefully where I wouldn’t miss it.
my friends tried 1o tell the officer our situation
anctthat I would be back to explain mysell. Their
cries fell on deal ears, My car was ticketed, as
was the car parked in the regular Moody park-
ing Spol.

Had this been my hometown, orevenmy
high school, I would have been able to explain
my position right then and there. I would have
still been ticketed. true, but at least where I come
from. people can find out not only why the rule
should not have been broken, and ways 1o
change the status guo.

As a result. I do not have a single
souvenier from my convention trip--1 just
couldn’t afford to spend any money after the
blown tire and on the offchance I couldn’t ap-
peal the ticket.

And at this time, I am still looking for a
way to appeal the ticket, as clear documenta-
tion for Campus Tax Collectors Safety appeals
is conveniently unavailable.

As 1 said before, I'm not alone in my
woes. It's been said that if you have a car on
campus, you more than likely have a story in-
volying Campus Safety. Rather than incessantly

whine about injustice. I suggest the student body
band together to solve these problems. But how
to we go about doing it?

Do we hold a lackluster protest demon-
stration against Campus Security, afraid to use
the microphone fearing someone will overhear
our personal dissent, then forget to clean up after
ourselves the next day?

No.

Do we post illegal fliers in every bath-
room and laundry room on campus containing
Campus Safety quotes taken out of context”

No.

Do we wait until events build to a big
seething frustration so henious that a campuswide
meeting is held, and students break into frustrated
tears and hearnt-wrenching cries, and wait five
months for administration to build a taskforce 1o
discoverand quantify the problem. and pack said
taskforce with numerous high-profile faculty and
SGA members?

No.

[ would like to offer some practical solu-
tions instead. Perhaps administration will hiI\L
these complaints
more seriously if
they have some
sort of gameplan
to follow.

1z PR
Campus Safety’s
mission state-
ment or what-
ever guidelines
they have.
Clearly deliniate
what that highly
esteemed group
of individuals

1-800'-648«4849 / www.ststravel.com

can and cannot do, and make sure everyone on
campus knows it,

2: Post clear and easy-to-access appeal
information, when the appeal board meets with
students. ete.

3: Hold a forum with students. adminis-
tration, and Campus Security Safety to answer
questions and discuss problems.

4: Include special-situation clauses in the
Campus Security Safety guide involving such
things as temporary and emergency parking.

5: Realizing that when enough people
know that a problem exists on campus, those
people know and trust that administration not
only knows about the problem but can actually
take care of it,

{PS: When [ blew my tire, Hollins Main-
tenance stopped not once but TWICE to make
sure that I was okay. my car was okay, and if 1
needed any assistance. Campus Safety didn't
even ask if [ was okay. I have never had a prob-
lem with Hollins Maintenance: they are kind.
generous, efficient, and courteous people. I 1
had the money. [ would bake them all cookies.)

Join Amorica s #1 Student Tour dani"l‘ar
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Dear editor: Discrimination illegal, not sin

“When homosexual conduct is
made criminal by the law of the state,
that declaration in and of itself is an
invitation to subject homosexual per-
sons todiscrimination both in the pub-
lic and in the private sphere.” - Jus-
tice Anthony Kennedy, writing for the
majority, Lawrence v. Texas (June
2003)

It’s been arough few years for
those opposed to lesbian and gay civil
rights. First came Romer v. Evans
(1996) where for the first time the U.S.
Supreme Court offered constitutional
protection for lesbians and gays. The
majority held that the law may not
draw moral distinctions based on the
sexual practices of consenting adults.
The underlying judgment in Romer
is that it is no longer legitimate to dis-
criminate against gay men or lesbi-
ans as aclass simply because the state
may want to discourage “homosexu-
ality” orhomosexual behavior. Worse
for anti-gay and lesbian activists, the
U.S. Supreme Court in June issued
its decision in the closely watched
challenge to Texas’ same-sex sodomy
law. Inan opinion of such breathtak-
ing scope that it stunned even the most
optimistic gay and lesbian rights ad-
vocates, the Court in Lawrence v.
Texas (2003) legalized same-sex

sexual relations and called into ques-
tion laws against same-sex marriage,
making them more vulnerable toa le-
gal challenge. Finallyin what must
seem to anti-gay and lesbian activists
as the end of the civilized world, the
nation’s largest mainline Protestant
church, the Episcopalians. recently
ordained its first out gay male bishop.

With such advancements in the
legal and social spheres, it is no won-
der that anti-gay anti-lesbian activists
such as our own Richard Carr (in
Roanoke Times editorial of 11/8/03)
cling to discredited religious dogma
about “‘sinners™ and “sinning” to jus-
tify their opposition to the inclusion
of gay and lesbian people as full mem-
bers of society. But in our viewreli-
gious dogma is never an appropriate
basis for granting or denying the rights
and privileges of citizenship in anon-
sectarian constitutional democracy
such as ours. While such judgment
might be appropriate in a theocracy,
for example, modem day Iran, U.S.
citizens live in a society where the
U.S. Constitution, not the Bible, de-
termines rights, duties and liberties.
Religious institutions and/or individu-
als opposed to civil rights advances
for lesbians and gay men have every
right to decide what, for example,

same-sex marriage means for Catholi-
cism, but not to dictate which Ameri-
cans can get a marriage license from
the government. That is a matter for
the courts to determine as they inter-
pret the meaning of our rights and
privileges under the erms of the U.S.
Constitution.

The real matter, in our view, is
discrimination.  Sex discrimination is
not legal in the United States, which is
what same-sex discrimination often
comes down to. Although this may
be a novel argument to those not
versed in contemporary or feminist
legal arguments, it has been over two
decades since scholars first argued that
there is an intrinsic connection be-
tween sexism and heterosexism. This
is not an esoteric argument. It should
be clear from ordinary experience that
the stigmatization of gay men and les-
bians has something to do with their
supposed deviance from traditional
sex roles.

In our culture, men must be
masculine and women must be femi-
nine, that is, to avoid gender-confu-
sion. Lesbians and gay men are threat-
ening toreligious zealots and their sup-
porters because they call into question
the idea of males as dominant and fe-
males as submissive and inferior to

men. Men who, as members of the
superior caste, allow their bodies to
be penetrated and thereby polluted
and degraded assume the status of the
subordinate caste: they become wom-
anlike. Men cannot simultaneously
be used ““as women’ and stay power-
ful because they are men. Lesbian-
ism, on the other hand, is a form of
insubordination: it denies that female
sexuality exists, or should exist, only
for the sake of male gratification.

In short, stigmatization of les-
bians and gay men functions as part
of a larger system of social control
basedon gender. Howeverliscrimi-
nation against lesbians and gay men
rests upon an increasingly suspicious
normative stereotype: the bald con-
viction that certain behavior-for ex-
ample, sex with women-is appropri-
ate for members of one sex, but not
for members of the other sex.
Catherine MacKinnon, one of the
nation’s most respected legal schol-
ars, asserts that gay men and lesbian
women are arguably situated
similarily to their heterosexual coun-
terparts in every respect but their sex
or the sex of their sexual partners. If
they had sex with, or identified sexu-
ally as available for sex with, the same
partners but were themselves of the

Time for thanks and giving

To whom it may concem:

Each year, one week be-
fore Thanksgiving, the National
Coalition for the Homeless and
the National Student Campaign
Against Hunger and
Homelessness co-sponsor Na-
tional Hunger and Homelessness
Awareness Week. | am working
with Trust House, an organiza-
tion that originated at Hollins
University, to organize a drive
here at Hollins to collect various
items to be distributed to the non-
profit organizations that benefit
the homeless in Roanoke, par-
ticularly Trust. I have written to
all departhents at Hollins Uni-
versity requesting donations, and
I will be going door-to-door col-
lecting items or monetary dona-
tions from students.

I am encolsing a list of

Trust House Wish List
Household needs: Personal Needs:
Pillows Deodorant - trial size
Towels/washcloths Toothbrushes/
Blankets toothpaste
Toilet tissue Disposable razors
Paper towels Pocket combs
60 watt light bulbs Hair brushes
Liquid dish detergent
Pine Sol or Lysol Food Items:
liquid cleaner Juice boxes
Lysol or Clorox Small packs of
disinfecting spray crackers
Window cleaner Individual cereal
Liquid hand soap boxes
Brooms/dust pans Fruit cups - 6 packs
Baking soda - small
boxes Office items:
Murphy’s soap Copy paper
Room deodorizers - Letter-size manila
please, no plug-ins folders -3
33-gallon trash bags

items that would be greatly ap-

preciated by Trust and the home-
less persons whom Trust assists.
The Wish List is only a guide;
any donation will be extremely
helpful!

If you wish to donate,
please contact me at 362-6755.
All donations must be made no
later than the moming of Nov.
20, 2003. Everything will be ap-
preciated, and it only takes a few
minutes to grab a can off your
pantry shelf on your way to
work, dig out an extra tooth-
brush, or to lay out a ream of
copy paper for me to pick up. So
please give me a call!

On behalf of Trust House,
1 greatly appreciate your consid-
eration and help. The homeless
citizens of Roanoke will be very
thankful, too.

Sincerely,
Jessica L. Knudson 04

other sex biologically, they would not
be discriminated against. If sayRi-
chard and Mike are treated one way if
Richard is Rachael and another if Mike
is Maryanne, sex discrimination pure
and simple has occurred.  Such law
flatly violate the constitutional prohi-
bition on sex discrimination as is has
been interpreted by the Supreme
Court.

Religious arguments about the
(im)morality of gays and lesbians or
whether we are, in Richard Carr’s vi-
sion, “sinners” or “‘not sinners,” divert
attention from the real issue: constitu-
tionally prohibited sex discrimination.
Moreover, the case of lesbian and gay
rights is a powerful one that goes well
beyond the interests of lesbians and
gay menthemselves. Theefforttoend
discrimination against lesbians and
gay men should be understood as a
necessary part of the larger efforts to
end the inequality of the sexes. Pei
haps that is the real reason Richard
Carr and his supporters oppose our
efforts to dismantle the hierarchy of
males over females.

Susan Thomas, Associate Pro-
fessor of Political Science and
Women's Studies

Jessica McEwan, '04, English
major
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Lockhart runs circles around competition

BY LAURA SMITH

Hailing from Winchester, Virginia,
Jaime Lockhart *07 began running for cross
country in seventh grade. After a year’s hia-
tus at a private school that did not offer
cross county, Lockhart began to run in what
she calls “a cycle” upon reaching high
school: running in cross country during the

“I don’t consider myself a great
runner. I consider myself a de-
cent runner who is doing okay

right now.”

- Jamie Lockhart ‘07

fall, indoor track during the winter, outdoor
track during the spring, and then in the sum-
mer, preparation for the next school year.

Lockhart’s dedication has really paid
off. “This past season I was Old Dominion
Athletic Conference runner of the week
three times,” she explained.

“She’s a really determined runner and
she’s a fun person to be around,” said
Raennah Mitchell "07.

Lockhart's various awards are proof
enough. “I’ve gotten an award in every race
I've been in, except for the ones I've passed
out in,” she said. In one of those races, she
was in first place before she passed out, and
she was still able to get up and finish thir-
teenth.

Lockhart prepares for a race the’

same way every time. “[While] in high
school I used to listen to music; [ had cer-
tain songs that would pump me up,” she
said. “But this year I [made] sure [ ate right,
I would do every single stretch each time .

. my hair [had] to be the same way each
time.

“I always had a blueberry bagel,
apple, and water right before my race. |
couldn’t change it around
or else I would pass out.
It wasn’t because of the
food but I thought it was -
it was all in my head.”

Lockhart is em-
phatic about the impor-
tance of team unity, and
would like to see even
more emphasis placed on
it during training. “We
don’t get to run together
all the time because we are
all on different lev-
els, which bothers
me because I like
running with the
team, I like the
unity.” she related.

She contin-
ued, “When we
travel together to
the meets, when
we walk the course
together, and we
have team dinners,
it's sort of like our
down time when
we can just make
jokes and have
fun. We all just
have so much fun .
. .we'll make fun
of the course, how
things are marked,
how big a hill is,
even though we
are all there to run

. its like a family, with all your
inside jokes.”

Mitchell agreed, “When we
all get together, we’re just laugh-
ing the whole time.”

Feeling that this season was
sort of “like a test drive,” Lockhart
did not come to Hollins to run, *I"'ve
had so many injuries with running
I wasn’t looking for a school to
run,” she stated, “l didn’t come here
for running, but they just happened
to have a team, so I joined.”

Although unsure of her ma-
jor, Lockhart plans to pursue other
sports and join the French club.
“Right now I am trying to adjust to

Lucy Eruaror

running and keeping up with all my work,”
she explained.

She related that Hollins made her feel
right at home. “I really like it here, with
admissions, I got personal letters . . . they
made me feel really welcome before I was
even here,” she said.

Lockhart also has a contagious per-
sonality. “Jaime is very outgoing; she’s
good about listening to people’s problems,”
said Claire Cruce '07. Cruce’s roommate
Elizabeth Denton ‘07 agreed: “She’s really
social,” she said.

“Jaime is a pretty amazing person,”
says Amy Torbert, her Student Success
Leader. “To be this successful at such a high
level of competition while maintaining
one’s academics and friends is tough for
anyone to do. To complete all of these ac-
tivities this successfully as a first-year,
though, is something else!”

Lockhart doesn’t see herself as a re-
ally good runner. “I don’t coensider myself

S fowr bimple ol a fous simpl plosares.

www.soapbeit.com

questions? Contact Austin Bouffard x6744

a great runner. I consider myself a decent
runner who is doing okay right now,” she
related.

Lockhart’s brother has been her in-
spiration. “My brother goes to the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin and he has a full scholar-
ship for running. He is what I would con-
sider an amazing runner,” Lockhart said. I
think maybe I started because 1 saw him
run.” Even with this example for her to fol-
low, Lockhart has definitely carved out her
own path here at Hollins for herself, by
helping to lead and inspire the fledgling
cross-country team through her hard work
and success.

Lockhart doesn’t know what she
wants to major in but she knows that she is
going to continue to run. “Running is part
of who [ am . .. [ am always going to run. I
hope to run in a marathon in my mid to early
twenties. I don’t know if I am always go-
ing to be competitive but I want to be run-
ning when I'm 80, 90,” she explained.
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