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Dr. MacCracken Speaks 
on "Three Values" 

A s guest speaker for the inauguration 
of Miss Randolph, Dr. MacCracken 
spoke on "Three V alues." The foll owing 
is a synopsis of his address: 

On behalf of Vassar Coll ege and 
other sister instituti ons of learning, I 
ofTer congratulat ions and hest w ishes. It 
is my funct ion to declare to you that " the 
auspices arc propit ious." The rest that 
I may say is merely an appendage to this. 

T heophrastus, in his "character" of 
the "man of petty amhit ion," ci tes as his 
greatest pleasure that of being commis
sioned by the pr iests or other authoriti es 
to announce in the Agora: "Ci ti zens of 
A thens, the auspices are propiti ous; re
ceive ye the good gift s of the gods." 
Now it is my secret opinion that Theo
phrastus himself may have wanted at 
some time to have made tlus announce
ment, and that he was covering up his 
own desire whell he made it the mark of 
one of " petty ambition." At any rate, 
to-day I ha \" e that privil ege. 

For me, however, it was a longer 
step than f rom the Theseum to the mar
ketplace; I hegan my j ourney in the fr ont 
scat of a fiv e-ton truck, which made it s 
way through the deep snow to a train 
that wasn't there. 

This moment is one of history- to be 
remembered by the undergraduates. The 
value of history is the value of it to 
those who experience it. 

A traveler in one of the remoter is
lands of the H ebrides saw a fi sherman, 
mending his net . Nearby was a news
paper three months old. " I s that "the last 
news you have had of the world ?" " Yes, 
the ship comes only once in three 
months." "That is a hard lif e, not to 
learn anything of the outside world." 
" Ay, and they don't learn anything about 
us, either." 

But to leave this, and to speak in terms 
of my Preshyterian Clncestry-I am here 
" to hr ing a charge to the congregation," 
to students and to teachers-as to your 
new president. Uphold her hands; be 
pati ent ; train her-she is teachable. The 
hest coll ege president is well taught by 
t he undergraduate body. The office is 
one of the "hazardous occupati ons," for 
the average term of a college president 
is cleven years. If extended by reason of 
grace to twenty, a ft er cleven al1 is still 
weariness of the fl esh and vexation of 
spirit. M y own term of nineteen years 
is real1y an antediluvian one. 

I off er to you as subject for thought, 
" Three Values," but fir st, three groups, 
each one double. First there is the group 
of faculty and trustees, lI ot separated in 
function, but diff erent aspects of the 
same task. The trustees arc bound to 
carry out the policy of the f ounders, to 
assume the care of the trust funds, of 
the buildings, the campus, to execute 
honestl y all trusts, under the legal ex
acti ons of the state and of the nation. 
T he f aculty must assume the trusteeship 
of the "great traditi on," fo ll owing, under 
the dictates of conscience, the ideals of 
scholarship-the progress of science, the 
purest feeling and experience of art. 
It is no li ght trust. and in f ulfillin g it 
t hey must he granted freedom in interpre
tati on of it. 

T he second group is made up of the 
alll mll :e and the general public, people 
of the community to whom the coll ege is 
dear. \ Vhether they arc graduates or not, 
anything which wounds the institution, 
wounds the community. This is a special 
property of our country, a spirit of 
loyalty to the coll eges which has pro
duced the new growth of these institu
ti ons to-day, and which has also given 
us steadfastness and good sense and the 
patience wi th which a harassed nation 
has passed through the greatest crisis of 
it s career. I t has kept its confidence and 
its good faith, knowing that brains were 
at work, and that ancient ideals f ostered 
by educati on were with us, and trusting 
that we would come through. Other lands 
arc torn by dissensions, and this one may 
be so i f we abandon our faith. But we 
arc a l iterate people and we could wait 
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through dark days, plI shing' on under a 
leader, to blue skie through trees ahead. 

T he third group i that of tudents 
and parents. The students arc too lik ely 
to disa ociate thems Ives fr om their 
parents .. . but they must train not only 
the pre:iident but their parents in the 
ideals of the new education, taking them 
along with them, renewing their I ve, 
and th ir . pir it thr ugh the art and 
sciences. The president of a college must 
neYer be so occupied as not to have time 
for parent , though he may have to give 
attent ion to many thing b , a sort of 
system of " rotati on of crop ." It is a 
diffic ult task for a president ; she mu t 
just be herself , not "all things to all 
men," anymore than St. Paul himself 
was, whO' was always him elf to all men. 
But if the president is permitted to be 
herself , or at case in an uneasy station, 
then she is fortunate indeed. 

"Three Values," then, as well as three 
groups in a coll ege. The e arc not, as 
you may have uspected, " body', mind and 
spirit ," but three iinportant things in the 
experience of education. \Vhich is more 
important: The thing learned, the learner, 
or the learning? Which is 1110reimpor
tant for your coll ege, as you hegin your 
new admini tration? 

The thing learned? Much has been 
argued, in and out of faculty meetings, 
about the curriculum. ProS essors can 
talk forever on this; a professor talking 
against time, is talking against eternity. 
You know the delightful A t/aI/tic 0 say 
in which the professor profoundly con
cludes, "But, my colleagues, when all is 
said and done, the measure now before 
the faclllt y is in some respects a chal/ge." 
This always has been so, and always will 
be so. 0 f making curricula there is no 
end. The dispute on curricula bega.n in 
ancient Greece when two hoplites near 
Corinth disagreed over whether the short 
distance race or the pole vault was more 
valuable for the training Ot the epheboi. 
Both sides won, for the Greeks perfected 
both arts, as is recorded on their ' vase 
paintings. And when Professor Socrates 
strc!!r d down between the long walls he 
asked, " \Vho is the most beautiful youth 
in Athens to-day?" Our equiva'lent might 
be a similar question from, say, Pro
fessor John Dewey as he walked down 
Fifth Avenue-but our curriculum has 
changed. 

It has .changed with changing condi
ti on in the world. In the Middle Ages 
there was the trivium of studies: Gram
mar, rhetoric, logic- how best to say 
what one had to say, especially when the 
inthrust of barbarians threatened to wipe 

. out the traditions of learning. Yet the 
power of imperial tyranny at times made 
it a questi on of what one could say 
without losing one's Ii fe, until finally the 
art of encomium was all that was left. 
Above the trivium was the quadrivium: 
Music, astronomy, arithmetic, geometry
all the sciences of numbers. All these 
were studied with hunger. One can see 
them passing over the high defiles of the 
Alps, students in rags, with their begging 
dishes, and a few books, through the 
Simplon, or over the .... . ......... to 
Padua, to Bologna. These young Slavs, 
and Czecho-Slovakian , Lithuanians, 
Frisians, and all the rest, were strangers 
in the lands of Italy, banded together 
against the wol\"es of the mountains and 
the human wolves of the cities, into 
guilds of learning. W e arc their heirs. 
They did not fi ght so much over what 
they should study, hut gained a victory 
that they cOlll d study at all . 

'vVe have liv ed through the modern 
battles of the curricula-over the classics, 
the sciences, the social sciences and, 
finall y, the fine arts which are now being 
recognized as deserving a place in the 
coll eges. But is one study more worthy 
than another? I make one test. If I 
find myself led out into ever-widening 
circles of the mind, ever broader generali
zations ; or in the arts, into feelings 
which are finer, deeper, the further I 
go, then I consider those most worthy. 
But not those which lead to routine, to 
technical skill without intelligence. 

What of the learners? Are they the 
mo, t valuab'le? I heard a student say, 

Anna MacDonald Gives 
Outstanding Recital 

Anna MacDonald, anadian pianist, 
fully sustained her reputati n as a 
virtuoso when she appeared in a concert 
in the Hollin Chapel OIi Thursday even
ing, February 15th. Her deep :esthetic 
appreciation comhined with her splendid 
technical skill and musical background 
enabled her to interpret cia sics and 
moderns clearly and charmingly. Her 
rendition of the Bach-Rummel Preludr 
olld FII.qur i ll G Mill or, for example, was 
a model 0 f clarity from a contrapuntal 
standpoint, depicting" at the same time 
Bach's own feelings of awe and religious 
strength. In interpreting the ',Valdstei" 
SOllata Mi ss MacDonald seemed to grasp 
the spirit of Beethoven himself, with his 
pa sionate outbursts and deep silences. 
No less pleasingly and well did she play 
Debus y's Lr Cathrri rale Ell giol/ti c and 
two compositions of Tobias Matthay. 
And nowhere did Mi s MacDonald show 
uch unsurpassed brilliance and pyrotech

nical ability as in the Grieg C ollcerio ill 
A. Mr. Rath played the orchestral parts 
on the organ. 

.in regard to a play she was helping to 
produce, . ' 'The audience is the last thing 
we think about." Jut so, too often the 
learner is concerned �\�~�i�t�h� herself, and 
her own personal adventure in knowledge. 
It is no wonder, 0 f course. The student 
is interrogated by the dean, by the p y
chiatrist, by the \"ocational director, by 
the admissions committee, by so many 
agencies, in fact, that she can hardly fail 
to think of herself as of great impor
tance. But the self -celltered curriculum 
will produce selfi sh women, and men, 
who develop an attitude of contenipt and 
intolerence toward the rest of the world 
which has been adjusting everything to 
them. They arc not in the end able to 
cooperate with other at all. The pro
fessor of/education who concentrates on 
the child as the center of the classroom 
should be warned that he is giving the 
child a wrong emotional attitude. Dewey, 
who has been responsible for much " pro
gressive" education, has said that in such 
schools the only person not having a 
good time was apparently the teacher . . . 

At Vassar the girl s have a song 
about "going out to the great world 
waiting now, after we've done with the 
learning how." But young people are 
110t going out to a world which is wait
ing for anyone. It is rather one which 
will teach these individuals the lesson of 
obedience and social control. 

I s it not the learning it elf which is 
of most value? To know what science 
really is, to grasp values in art ... This 
is the most important. By learning I do 
not mean anything abstract. In a modern 
French farce, a young doctor buys a 
practice from an old one who had kept 
everyone in the town well. The· young 
one soon has everyone in bed. Upon his 
return the old one asks, "\Vhy ?" Is it 
for the sake of the doctor's own gain? 
No, not "pour Ie medecin" but "pour la 
medecine." That is, for the divine, tJ1e 
abstract ideal of medicine. 

But it is not my ideal to have people' 
ignorant so that they can learn, and· thus 
glorify Learning, but that they should 
look on science as illogical adventure, 
opposed to the logic of their own genera
tioil, and upon art ,1S the invention of 
new ideas of beauty by which to live. 
Learning is going against the �t�r�e�a�~�,� the 
putting together old things in new ways, 
of old wine into new bottles. It makes 
up a great profession, of those who take 
pride in their calling. I have no patience 
with those who say to a young graduate 
that if other things fail there is "always 
teaching." Bernard Shaw's well-known 
remark is not true- at least 1 know that 
"he who can't" can't teach, either. Teach
ing is a fine art, with affiliated sciences 
underlying it. It i a way of life, with 
so strict a code that dishonesty in it is 
a sin against the holy spirit of Learning. 
In order to preserve its value a place is 
necessary for it; libraries arc the shrines 

ALUMNLE 
• NEWS • 

Ruth C. Reeves, '13, �A�l�u�m�"�~� 

Executive Secretary, 107 Chapel 

Adelaide Dana, '33, recently received 
severe inj uries when she fell from a 
hor e. The accident occurred at her 
home in Lewisburg, West Virginia. 

Dickey Robertson; '34, was married 
on February 19th to Mr. Edward Fox, 
of Charleston, West Virginia. Betty 
Brede attended the wedding. 

The following students will be mem
bers of the Alumna! Advisory Council: 
Mildred Raynolds representing Student 
Government, Dorothy Donovan, Presi
dent of the Senior Class, Helen Stephen
son and Lillian Bllrns as Senior Represen
tative , Anne Bates as President of the 
Junior Class, Mary Anna Nettleton and 
Marion Hamilton as Representatives 
f rom the Junior Class. 

Kit Witschen, ex-'32, is asslstmg in 
the office of the principal and is acting 
as a substitute teacher in her local high 
school. 

Betty Coles, ex-'32, is recovering from 
an appendicitis operation. 

Alice Hainsworth, ex-'27, was mar
ried on January 7!h, to Mr. Joseph 'vV. 
Rhyan. 

:Mary Atkinson Henson, ex-'25, has 
been called to her home in North Dakota 
on account of the illness of her mother. 

of its �s �~�i�n�t �s �,� the places for their relics, 
and laboratories are clustered about for 
the service of it. There is 110 thrill in 
human Ii fe keener than that of getting, 
and ' mastering, an idea. Those who' are 
privileged to listen to and work with a 
re-afIy great teacher can say with te9se 
who walk<:;d to Emmaus, "Did not our 
hearts burn within us as we listened to 
him upon the way ?" The true scholar 
and the true teacher- working together 
constitute real learning. 

The test of true culture may be said 
to be two abilities-the ability to identify 
yourself with your field of knowledge 
so that the fir st waking thought and the 
last thought at night arc of the subject 
on wllich one is engaged, so that it is 
itself recreation as well as work, and so 
that it ·is the means of attaining depth, 
not narrowness. For the second ability 
is to perceive the validity of its re
lations to all other subjects, not to close 
the windows and pull down the blinds 
but to keep the mind open to the winds 
of controversy. These in combination 
make a truly broad culture. 

A s the representative of. Vassar Col
lege and other sister institution, then, I 
offer this description' of three values of 
learning; I wi sh you success in the ad
venture- that 0 f gaining the height, 
depth, breadth and distance of true learn
ing. 
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Gifts for All Occasio1/s 

209 SOUTH JEFFERSON STREET 

�N�A�T�A�L�I�~�H�O�P�P�E� 

301 SOUTH JEFFERSON STREET 

rVIthletics 

'Vith the class basket ball season 
practically fini shed the team standing. 
look like the "morning after the night 
before" or something equally as involved. 
The Juniors started off like wild fire and 
in their fir st two games looked like they 
had the championship on icc. But the 
.icc sure melted under their feet when the 
Sophomore team hit them (or was it 
the Sophomores, the Juniors are still 
wondering I) Friday �a�i�t �~ �r�n�o�o�n �.� By the 
way, we'd like to give a rousing cheer 
to Betty Lane and her cohorts for the 
most improved team we've ever seen. 
The Sophomore team which beat the 
Juniors Friday was no more the same 
team that got licked by the Seniors in 
the opening game than black is white,. 
We don't know what Betty Lane or who
ever engineered this comeback gave those 
Sophomores, but whatever it was, we'd 
'certainly like to borrow it for �R�e�d�~�B�1�u�e �.� 
A lot of credit for the Sophomore vic
tory, although this credit should be pretty 
evenly divided, goes to Chan Emry and 
Mug Winfree, the Sophomore guards, 
who stopped before it was begun every 
threat of the Junior forwards. This ap
praisal of the Sophomore team is by no 
means a slam on the Junior team. They 
fought their hearts out, everyone of them, 
and played a nice enough game to have 
won against almost any other team, but 
the Sophomores were just the better team' 
and that's that. Aside from the come
back of the Sophomores, the feature of 
the season, and a rather bad one, we fear, 
was the number of fouls committed in 
the games. We do not feel that the 
players were intentionally rough, it was 
mostly due to either accident or care
lessness . . \Ve also realize that in the ex
citement of the. game it is all too easy to 
forget and unintentionally foul. But, 
a fter -all, basket ball is essentially a team 
game and the loss of a player, no matter 
how good the substitute is, retards the 
speeo and accuracy of the team. So 
watch that in Red-Blue. The final defect 
of the season was the ineffectual playing 
by all the teams. Especially in the throw 
ins, was a lot of time and often points 
lost by wild "throw ins." Most of the 
games, however, were quite good, making 
up in excitement what they lacked 111 

basket ball techlJique. 

STAN DTKG OF TEAMS 

TEAM W. L. p, 
Juniors.. . . . . . .. . . . . . 2 1 .666 
Sophomores , . . . " . . . , 2 1 .666 
Seniors ..........•... 2 1 .666 
Freshmen ,.......... 0 3 .000 

Smart Fashions for Misses 
and Women 

CLAYTON'S 
311 SOUTH JEFFERSON STREET 

Bring your Tennis Racquet to us for 
restringing. Juneman's Strings 

used exclusively 

Prompt Service and Popular Prices 

WRIGHT & DITSON 
CHAMPIONSHIP TENNIS BALLS 

First Floor Rear 

105 SOUTH JEFFERSON STREET 


