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A Cross-Section of Life in 
Durango, Mexico 

By LUISE RATH BONNET, 'X9 

NO·3 

I F YOU travel six hours off the beaten path by a most informal Mexican train, you 
\"ill come to the sleepy, but charming, little city of Durango. It is on a plateau, 
6,200 feet above the sea level-distant mountains to the south and east, the foot­

hills of the Sierra :l\1adre l\lountains to the wcst, and directly to the north, standing 
like an eternally vigilant sentinel, the famous Iron Mountain, which is to Durango 
what Tinker is to Hollins! A great, gaunt heap, two-thirds solid iron, it is at this time 
of the year at its loveliest and greenest, thanks to the rainy sea on. At other times it is 
less attractive in appearance, 'with one huge, fusty end brutally exposed by the pickaxes 
of the ore workers, and the re t covered with a dried-up, stubbly growth. However, the 
Iron !vlountain gives a certain character of dignity to the town; topped by an immense 
cross, it stands as the guardian and landmark of Durango, and it is respected and loved 
as such. 

It is to thi little capital of the State of Durango, l\1exico, that we were sent nearly 
four years ago-a young consular family filled with the curiosity and eagerness and 
hope that always accompanies a transfer to a new post. 

We found a very old city- all its house and public buildings ancient and, 
although pretentious, most of them a bit down at the heel. The churchcs, of which 
there are many, wcre moss-grown with age and extravagantly decorated with the most 
beautiful hand-carved stonework imaginable. Everywhere were evidences of an un­
u ually wealthy and cultured center- gone to seed. The explanation for this, we 
discovered later, was to be found in the revolution of J 913 (the Mexicans, certain ly 
the Duranguensians, never considered any other a renl revolution I). That wa the 
beginning of Durango's troubles and a great many others have foJlowed in its wake. 
Durango is, or was, a great agricultural and cattle-raising center, though the Agrarian 
Laws have deprived wcalthy landowners of their lands. It has been for centuries a 
great church center (Willa Cather mentions Durango several times in "Death Comes 
101' the Archbishop"). The lVlexican church controversy has resulted in the closing of 
convents and church schools, and in the taking over by the government of the barracks 
of a seminary for the tr::lining of priests, which attracted students from the whole 
country. To the devout Catholics here this is an outrage. Finally, Durango was a 
great si lver mining, lumber and turpentine center, and you in the States know even 
better than " 'e what has happened to the prices of these commodities in the last two 
years! Hence the general ai r of poverty ill the city and of the resentment of its once 
wealthy and still ari tocratic inhabitants. 

The American con ulate i typical of the old colonial homes to be found here-a 
one-story adobe and stone building, plaster-covered, ninety feet square, standing 
directly on the street and en 10 ing several patio within. Imagine our consternation on 
stepping into an empty living room 30 by 16 feet, with ::In I8-foot ce iling! And we, with 
a small, four-piece wicker et, a table and a mall desk and chair as our sole living 
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room equipment! The rest of our house and, I might add, the rest of our furniture, 
was in proportion. Even to-day, though we have added substantially to our household 
equipment, we have two large rooms that are not used at all. 

But too much space was not the worst of our troubles in the beginning. Our 
babies-Blue, two years old, and Virginia, fourteen months at the time of our arrival­
objected seriously to j limping from sea-level at Belize (our last post) to the high 
altitude of Durango and spent the first five months here getting acclimated-night and 
day! Looking at them now, I can hardly believe I used to sit down' and weep over 
their scrawny little necks and pale little faces. 

Then there were the language and servant problem to be overcome. To-day the 
former is only partially mastered, partly because of Blue, Senior's, ability along that 
line, partly because the better classes here speak excellent English. My only practice 
comes with servants, the market folk and some of the shopkeepers. The children, now 
going to a Mexican kindergarten for the second year, have discarded English entirely, 
except occasionally as a courtesy to me. 

The servant problem is most happily selved. After securing a great many through 
trial-and-error we have two "good old-fashioned girls"-Elena in the kitchen, and 
Petra, house and nursemaid. Their willing hands are supplemented by those of Isabel, 
the janitor, or 7I10Z0, of the consulate, who has been serving American consuls in 
Durango for twenty-five vears and who has been our "sturdy oak" through thick and 
thin. All over town he himself is kno'wn as "The Consul" and he is really dignified 
enough to hold that title down, though he is not above chopping fire wood, killing 
chickens and taking care of the children when the occasion demands it. Hollins alumme 
housewives will turn a delicate green when I telI them that for this cluster of jewels 
we pay the equivalent of fifteen dollars a month (Isabel gets a government salary 
besides) and they are being unusually well paid, for Durango! 

And so life runs smoothly within the four consular walls. Outside we find amuse­
ment and recreation in tennis, swimming, riding and contract with American and 
Mexican friends. There is no country club, no golf course, no good restaurant, no 
"tourist" accomodations. III many ways we are simply another Tepoztlan, so graph­
ically and interestingly described by Stuart Chase in his" 1I1exico" -a good deal less 
primitive-yes, and many more machines, perhaps. But isolated as we are, the masses 

Partial flil'w o/Ihl' M ai" Palio (illl />1'0/11 pin barb", shop), . llIIl'rifall COl/wla/l', Dltrall(Jo, Mexico 
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of the people are still dependent largely on their Dias de Fiesta and their fireworks for 
their amusement and on their tortillas, made from hand-ground corn, and their frijoles 
for a livelihood; still wearing the same kind of crude garments worn by their ancestors 
hundreds of years ago; still plowing their fields with wooden plows. They have been 
a bit more exposed to civilization than their neighbors farther south, but it is doubtful 
whether they will be much affected by it for many 
years to come. They are simply in no hurry J 

Outside of the city itself, the State of Dur­
ango offers many interesting points to be visited. 
We have followed the twisting, climbing railroad 
track to the west and within a few hours have 
found ourselves in a country entirely different 
from that surrounding the city. At IO,OOO feet 
the Sierra is full of immense pine trees, oaks and 
madrofias, deep canyons, brooks and rivers. Ex­
cept at points along the railroad track, a trail 
here and there is the only sign of the presence of 
human beings for miles and miles. This is a good 
hunting country for deer, wild turkey and bear. 
Blue even proudly brought home an enormous 
wildcat skin as one of his trophies ' last year! 
When my sister, Dinny, and two of her friends 
visited us here this summer, we spent a de­
lightful, if very moist, week on a timber ranch 
in the Sierra, riding to our heart's content from 
morning till night, completely swathed in rain­
coats that hung way below our feet, after we 
were mounted. 

On the other hand, we recently went in the 
opposite direction through the fanning country, 
for a week-end on a most interesting ranch, 
"La Punta," whose house was originally a 

Blul' aud Virginia in M exicun Costume. 
flatll Patio alld Gardl'll oj the 

A lIIerica11 COllsulate 

Jesuit convent and is two hundred years old. Practically no repairs have been put in it 
in all those two hundred years, which is precisely what makes it so charming. A family 
of five are now living in this hOLlse, ninety yards square, surrounded by the adobe bllts 
of the peon ranch hands. Our host had the best collection of horses I have ever seen and 
the twelve guests took full advantage of them. The country there forms another strong 
contrast with that surrounding Durango City, although it is only an hour away by train. 
Along the river banks for miles grow cypresses, forty feet in circumference, festooned 
with lovely Spanish moss. Such a tropical scene was one we never expected to find here! 
The various falls along the river are not the least of its attractions, and as for the wild 
flowers, you simply would not believe so many varieties were possible-all in one spot! 
What a paradise "La Punta" would make for a dude rancher! 

Practically the whole State of Durango is high up, but should we crave a dip in the 
sea once more, an hour's ride by airplane can take us to the Pacific coast. Blue has 
enjoyed such a trip, but so far I cannot bear the idea of the illataI' going dead right over 
a canyon in the Sierra! Some day, if we are left here long enough, we Illay all be air­
minded enough to try it. 

vVhich brings me to the thought that we must not be surprised from now on at 
orders to pick up our goods and chattels and move elsewhere. We have been here lon'gcr 
than at any other post and it seems that we shall really be leaving home. We can ask 
nothing better of our future posts than that they give us the same joy of living that we 
have found in Durango. 
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Hollins Opens for Eighty-Ninth Session 

Xr EIGHT O'CLOCK, on September 18th, the formal opening of Hollins College 
took place in the Little Theatre. The solemnity of the occasion was enhanced by 
the academic procession, led by Miss Matty L. Cocke and Doctor E. H. Kirk, 

of Baltimore, Maryland. 
Doctor George Braxton Taylor, the chaplain, opened the exercises with an invoca­

tion. Following this, Mr. ]\,1. Estes Cocke welcomed the new students and announced 
the changes in the faculty for the coming session. Miss Cocke then introduced Doctor 
Kirk, the speaker of the evening. 

Doctor Kirk, D. D., LL. D., received his education at Southwestern College, 
Memphis, Tennessee. He is now the pastor of the Franklyn Street Presbyterian Church, 
in Baltimore, and a member of the faculty at Goucher College. He is well known, both 
as a speaker and a wri ter. 

Doctor Kirk's speech was centered around the need for a new potential of energy. 
He interpreted the present depression as the fruit of wrong thinking and the fear of war. 
To combat this state new energy is needed. The greatest danger facing the ·world to-day 
is war, for war is in the air. The mind of Europe, the mind that knows fully the horrors 
of war, the mind that understands the unspeakable effect of war, not only upon human 
lives, but upon the life of the world, that mind is d·welling on the fear of another war. 
The United States can no longer remain aloof; it is time to take definite steps to change 
the idea of war. This is the time for a new potential of energy which, according to 
Doctor Kirk, is embodied in public opinion. Since people live largely by conventions, it 
is the work of the people of to-day, and especially the women, to make war uncon­
ventional. "For a woman," said Doctor Kirk, "has the advantage over men in not having 
common sense." Because of this fundamental difference, combined with the unwilling­
ness to accept complacently that which she believes is impossible of execution, the 
educated woman has demanded for herself and her ideas a prominent place in the world. 
It is consequently, to her that the older generation looks to-day for help. For in the 
visio~1, in the ardent belief, the unshakable determination of young women lies the hope 
for a world at peace. 

This stirring appeal brought to the entire student body the boundaries of the 
College campus. In the seclusion of life at Hollins there is a tendency to forget the 
problems and causes with which the world is concerned. After all, beside being citizens 
of the College community llnd citizens of the United States, we are citizens of the 
world.-H ollins Student Life. 

MIM!'gl!MlMIM!'WIM!M!M!MIMI~IM!M!M!MI'glIM!M'IM!MIMIMIMIMIMIMIMIMIMIlWbMliS4!M 

REMEMBER 

A Hollins Map IS a Good Christmas Present 

BOx 48, HOLLINS COLLEGE, VIRGINIA 

1t&!f&!j7ftIfl1,!flftltlftjWt!WtIm1mj~tiffilWr1Wtim;jfNili&lw.lfd,Ii'l\ilfffi!fd,imtjm;Iit&!iffijrrolW,Ir&lml@ljtftlrtUl 
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Barns for Riches 
(A Partial Answer to "Embarrassment of Riches") 

By MARGARET TYNES FAIRLEY, '26 

SOME time ~go we acquired an old hou?e off ~he coast of Maine. It sits like a pert 
white rabbIt at the end of a spruce-pol!1ted Island. Green swells roll in from the 
south to toss their cargoes of water upon gray wharves of rock. To the west 

across the island-moored bay, the bl~le. arched Camder:s fortify the mainland and suppor~ 
the drama of sunsets, or echo the bnllIant color and vIgor of northwest days when clouds 
boom up the horizon as if shot from cannon. This summer we moved in, semi-primitive 
fashion, preferring to stare the falling plaster into silence and do our own repairing 
rather than wait for a finished house. ' 

I had visions of a leisurely summer; Jimmy turned loose to graze with the 
neighborly sh~ep, long ho~rs of dreaming, endless speculation Of!- the insatiable curiosity 
of the sea nOSll1g all the lIttle coves and beaches around our pOlllt. The sun should be 
my only clock; wind and tide and favorite book walk beside me every day while a 
shabby pencil scribbled the summer's diary and took the pulse of freshly stimul~ted mind 
and pounding energies. 

I did nothing< of the kind. To be sure, I gorged on the beauties of nature and 
plunged deep into the vitality of that exciting climate. Otherwise I borrowed the 
stability and noon tide mentality of the cow, worked hard at manual labor most of the 
day and never spent a more glorious summer. 

I emerged with the sense of three solid months of permanent, creative accomplish­
ment (although I did little except repeat the formula-wash, cook, sleep) and in a 
state of query as to past ideas of living. Where were my theories of the rebelliously 
domesticated animal-woman? How valuable, after all, was college when one could 
find contentment in such a simple existence? Long had I pitied the college woman who 
went forth from Milton and Marc~s Aurelius to mJlk bottles and maidless days. Long 
had I wondered how the woman With more educatIOn than money could be content ill 
the mentally limited and nerve-taxed arena of housekeeping and baby-tending, however 
great the emotional advantages of that role. I do not claim to have solved the problem, 
but out of the past summer I glean a few grains of comfort and a large hill of hope. 
Perhaps these are merely personal, or perhaps they may ~t~ike some responsive alumn;:e 
chord. At any rate, a summer of suspended mental activIty has whetted my appetite 
once more for theorizing. 

To begin with, I must admit that the setting of domestic labor makes a world of 
difference. When one can hang baby clothes in competition with a southwest wind 
purling across green waters, having wrung them out in the sight of the blue dignity of 
far mountains, they assume inspired shapes. When the kitchen windows look out on a 
hillside spicy with moss, fresh spired with spruce trees climbing to the top, and tapered 
with the delicate moth mullein flower, dishwashing tends to merge in the setting. When 
one can sit on an old well, where a brown crock casts blue shadows on the silver boards 
and watch a young son adventuring about, his sure instinct for forbidden fruit promote~ 
only mild wonder as to what will happen next. 

And how much longer and fuller the days are. Every small event assumes the 
dignity of being, rather t~lan the nonentity of routine. I.n the mor.ning, one unlatches 
the universe just by opeI11ng the doors on the day to see If the sky IS a flawless blue or 
riddled with clouds. Skillfully collecting half a bucket of water from the well is a 
breathless moment and going for the milk at dusk, through apple-scented hollows or 
across a beach drained of blue sea, but steeped in sunset colors, is a pilgrimage of Joy. 
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How different from working in a town apartment where only roofs reflect the weather 
and walls snub the affection for a new day. 

And yet I stop to wonder, amid this work in ideal surroundings, how much of my 
enjoyment has roots in those years of college from which I seem so far removed. I am 
confident that unconsciously I draw much of my pleasure from past wells of more 
intellectual endeavor coupled with hill-dreaming in a far away land. One may be too 
tired to read Keats by candle light and too busy rescuing Jimmy from the jaws of 
breakers to ride the waves with Shelly; but how infinite the surprises of the woods, and 
how delicately alluring all the reaches of the land, the cavern-stored wisdom of the seas, 
because at some time one has read and absorbed their beauties from great writers. Sticks 
and stones are not just objects, but mossy with those earth traditions that John Cowper 
Powys loves to ponder upon. Bees are winged with magic because of their intimacy with 
Emily Dickinson. It is this bright lens of observation, first experienced while learning 
to read at college, and looking to the hills for interpretation, that heightens the horizons 
of summer endlessly. 

There was no time to read novels, it is true, but there was endless opportunity to 
explore the personalities of the islanders, savoring with them, in their own fashion, their 
economical interpretation of existence, their close-knit humor and naive exaggeration of 
the simple details of living. Then, again, when the larger world occasionally intrudes, 
a copy of T he Nation knocking in the mail, one relished more than ever the challenge of 
a sliding world. Just as in history class l\1iss Scott used to throw mental bombs by 
juggling Metternich, Mussolini and any old age, making them assume immediate im­
portance, ~o the appearance of The Nation on isolated Eagle Island jolted one into a 
new relish for decisive facts. 

Another query comes to me as I look back over the summer. Perhaps my reaction 
to the college woman plunged in domesticity is a bit out of gear. College prepares one 
for a heightened intellectual and emotional enjoyment of life, I once argued, and hence 
unfits one for the labors of domesticity, unless one is blessed with tremendous energy or 
is independent economically. But I now find myself thinking that if college stretches 
ou r menta.! horizons, one result should be a willingness of mind to adapt oneself to 
any situation and wring from it the most joy possible. After all, adaptability and con­
sequent contentment are chiefly habits of mind. I now wonder, too, how much mental 
energy I have wasted reflecting on the unpleasantness of necessary housework. It is not, 
I now see, the courage to forget a Pilst or face a future that we often lack, but the will 
to enjoy the moment. Across the waters of the Penobscot Bay the mountains, with 
their deep reserve of wisdom, their infinite response to each hour of every morning and 
every night, challenged me to glorify the simple work of every day, to refuse to reflect 
on what I might rather do and wrest £lom each moment a sense of power, in 
ilctivity at least. 

DoC's all this mean that having found a pleasant meadow I am now content to be a 
cow? \Vhat of my vision that some day the college woman who marries early can eat 
her cake and have it too; enjoy a home and fulfill her possible cravings for a professional 
or artistic career? And what of my theories that the college should help her to attain 
this dream? They ilre still tllere. The summer's experience has meant for me not a 
settling of these difficulties, but a more hopeful and contented attitude while this genera­
tion continues to explore the realms of solution. 

Perhaps I may relinquish the idea that a woman's college might hilrmlessly provide 
her with some technical tools. Women's colleges, rather more than men's, seem acutely 
sensitive to endangering their cultural standing, or to introducing a commercial note. 
l\Ioreover, those women who might need, more than all others, technical assistance in 
the art of homemaking are usually the most indifferent about it while in college. But 
a111 I wrong in believing that women's colleges could be of immense help to the students, 
without endangering the cultural emphasis, by establishing first-class vocational bureaus, 
as links between the college and the world of experience, whether in professional, artistic 
or domestic lines? Because careers are still new to women, and so many college girls, 
unlike their grandmothers, must look forward to a servantlcss or semi-servantless day, 
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a girl is much more likely than a boy to drift into uncongenial vocations or to assume the 
responsibilities of marriage before she really knows what they mean and is wise enough 
to adjust herself to the restrictions. From her freshman year, it seems to me, a girl 
should be conscious of what she might do after graduation and should be encouraged to 
use her summers exploring future possibilities. 

Many college women, I feel sure, would be happier if, before assuming family 
responsibilities, they could try their hands at some extra-domestic interest. This, of 
course, need not exclude early marriage. Then domestic life, as a career, can be wisely 
and deliberately chosen, with the sense, too, of some experience to fall back on in the 
futvre. Why should not the women's colleges be sensitive to these essential feminine 
problems and encourage the young student to face them early? 

But returning to the theme of my summer's experience, I submit as proof of my 
faith in the college woman's ability to win contentment in restricted areas, our recent 
purchase of a winter home in the country some fifteen miles outside of Philadelphia. My 
friends said, "What on earth will you do in a half-baked country house, with two 
children and no help?" But when I discovered my husband labelled "Research" for 
the year, with a liberal traveling field and a salary which ideally interpreted suggests 
scorn for almighty mammon, I determined to seize the opportunity further to explore 
domestic labor in the rich setting of the country. 

And so, frol11 an old stone and plaster farm house, near Plymouth Meeting, 
Pennsylvania, I shall watch the autumn colors come to shake the hills until the woods 
stand silent as the winter skies. Then I shall begin to look for spring when the shadowy 
willows quicken with gold and lilacs swell in the sweet l\1ay wind . And my thoughts 
will turn southward to the gates of Hollins where anothel" graduating class stands 
tiptoe with expectation, eager to cast their books upon the waters and see to what 
harbors they return and what strange cargoes they will beal". Merry be their sailing and 
rich in experience the fruit of their return . 

.... ---.@----.... 

To a Friend, Getting Married 

Words that turned deftly with a tool's clean grace 
To chisel beauty from the stone of thought 
Are blunted in my need, nor can they trace 
Imperishably what I long have sought: 
So deep a joy has come to touch your face 
That we, who sec, must share the calm of ships 
At dawn, of pilgrims near a holy place, 
And love has laid its finger on my lips. 

Mutely hand touches hand in peace so sure 
That words would stumble should they enter in; 
Eyes speak of truths untold, untold before 
Ti ll understanding links us close akin. 

aught in a spell more deep than joy or pain, 
Ours is a silence music would profane. 

-FRANCES STOAKLEY, '30. 
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A College President Comes to the Shore 

Miss Matty L. Cocke (center) enjoys the distinction of 
being president of one of the fou r oldest women's colleges in 
the country-Hollins College, in Virginia. It was founded 
by her father in 1842. She is accompanied by her neice, l\Iiss 
Sully Hayward, of Roanoke, Virginia (left), and by her 
sister, l'Ilrs. Bessie Barbee, of {follins. 

(The above picture was taken while Miss Matty Cocke, Miss Hayward 
and Mrs. Barbee were visiting at Atlantic Cit)' during the past summer and 
appeared in the Boardwalk II/us/ra/rtf Nl"Ws of August '9, '931. It j u ed 
here through the courtesy of the Boardwalk JlIllslralfd Nl'ws.) 



Letter to Chairmen of Hollins 

Alumnae Chapters from Preszdent 

of Alumnae Advisory Counczl 

DEAR CHAPTER Cl!AIRl\lE~: 

O 
IE of the loveliest young women in the ew York Chapter 

said recently: "1 am frank to say I do not understand what 
the Council is nor what it is all about," even though a most 

interesting meeting on the subject of the Council was held by the 
J ew York Chapter la t spring. 

Realizing that one meeting is not sufficient for a clear compre­
hension of the Council and how it may mean a new interest to every 
Hollin alumna, the N ew York hapter planned that the program for 
the first fall meeting shall again be mainly devoted to this subject. 

At this meeting a resume of the Council will be given, with 
definite instances of how it can serve each group-trustees, faculty, 
student and aluIl1na:!-composing the College (see "Suggestions for 
Alumnre Advisory Council" in July, 1930, QUARTERLY). There 
will also be pre -ented by four members of our Chapter the four 
reports of the Council Round Table Di cussions, held at the first 
annual meeting at Hollins last February. 

Will you, Chapter hairmen, please follow this plan, or devi ,t 
any other, for your hapter and at all sub equent meetings continue 
with information about the Council until it i understood by every 
chapter member? For material for your program see July, 1930, and 
April, ] 93 J, QUARTERLlES, and will you please end a full report of 
this meeting to the alumnre office? 

\Vhen each member understands and knows that, through the 
representative her Chapter is entitled to send to Hollins to the annual 
meetings of the ollncil, she may share in the di cus ion of the 
problems of her College and be thrilled and inspired by the informa­
tion of the plans of her ollege, then the Council will become a new 
and definite interest in her life. 

\Vill you please begin now to plan for your Chapter to be repre­
ented at the second annual meeting of the Alumnre Advisory 

Council, which will be held at IIollins in February? 

Faithfully yours, 

ANNIE :MOOMAW SCHMELZ, 

President of A lumn~c Advisory COlll/cil. 



10 The Hollins A lumntE Quarterly 

J;,... ... <I, 

(, .. "l /1',. ,I.. ~ t:r- '>-r" ~ / -- / 

1''C~.'''<r./ l' t'~ .G.....t'7 (~~ /'--.4' .. ,? 
• /£ .. ~j "'/~ If'EA...L,./---r / A-- __ ~ 
~~'~'A 7 ~~I),--' e.. /--r7 
,4.., j""" f /<01:- ~/ fl<.) / d~ ~-~ 

~ / . 
~./ ~ /t~ . A. $.. 

I~~ ;-. 
• h 

,-
/t; I-

~ .. ""'" 
,,, 

i ;1'~ .p. 

~., ~ 

Ilenr) Clay, traveling from Old Sweet Springs to Botetourt 

Springs, stopped at Grove Hill, the home of G eneral Breckenridge, just 
outside of Fincastle. Having missed G eneral Breckenridge, lVIr. Clay 
wrote the above letter from Fincastle. 

Ilenry Clay a Fr~qllmt Visilor at BOlt /ollr/ Springs 

It has always been known that Henry Clay frequently Slopped at Botetourt Springs (now IIol1ins 
CoJlege), but there was no do~umentary evidence to l~aL effect until recently when Mr . .los. A. Turner 
received a copy of a letter written by Henry Clay, whIch was sent LO him by Mrs. Jean Watts Staples, 
'02, of Roanok~. The letter was written to General James Breckenridge, an ancestor of Mrs. Staples, 
and an interestlng photos tat copy appears here ; 
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An A nnouncement 

T HROUGH ~he cooper~tion of the National .Broadcasting Company and a group 
of educators lI1terested 111 the future of the Liberal Arts College as a vital unit of 

our American educational system, a national radio program on the general theme of 
"The Liberal Arts College" has been arranged for Saturday, November 14th from 
9 :00-9 :30 P. M., Eastern Standard Time. ' 

The national directors, who have charge of the program, are: 
Mrs. Cleveland E. Dodge, Trustee of Wells College. 
Albert C. Fox, Dean, John Carroll University. 
Robert L. Kelly, Exe~utive Secretary of ~he Associat.ion of Amer!can Colleges. 
Charles R. :Mann, Dll'ector of the Amencan Council on EducatIOn. 
Albert N. Ward, President of Western Maryland College and Chaiman of the 

Liberal Arts College Movement. 
Albert St. Peter, Executive Secretary. 

The program will consist of a half-hour given over to talks by President Hoover 
Dr. Robert L. Kelly, Mrs. Thomas]. Preston, Jr., Dr. John H. Finley and Dr. A. N: 
Ward broadcast from the National Broadcasting Company studios. 

Hollins alumna! are urged to "listen in" on this program, as the occasion will 
afford an excellent opportunity for the recognition of the place and function of the 
Liberal Arts College in our American life . 

..•• -@~ •... 

Represents Hollins in Radio Talk 

MIss AGNES GRAHAM SANDERS, Associate Professor of Chemistry at 
Hollins College, spoke over the radio in a recent program sponsored by the Vir­

ginia Academy of Science. The program, which consisted of a series of talks on 
scientific subjects, was broadcast each layover a period of a week, beginning August 
24th. :Miss Sanders spoke on "Contributions of Chemistry to I-Iuman Welfare." 

. . .• -@~ • ... 

Alumnae of Greensboro, N. C., Reorganize 

AGROUP of alumna! of Hollins College met on September r6th with Miss May 
Bush, '24, on Sunset Drive, Irving Park, to reorganize a Greensboro branch of 

the Hollins Alumna! Association. Miss Virginia McClamroch, '29, was elected 
president. 

After talking over college days and planning in a tentative way some alumna! 
activities the group enjoyed tea with Miss Bush, assisted by her sister, Carolyn Bush, 
'26, as hostess. 

Alumna! present were: Virginia McClamroch, Julia Smith, Mrs. Clifford 
Frazier (Margaret Armstrong), 1\1rs. John Bonitz, Mrs. George C. Brown (Louise 
D aniel), Mrs. O. S. Poer (Dorothy Clark), Mrs. J. Ralston Cargill (Mary Evelyn 
T hacker), Carolyn Bush and May Bush. 



IZ The Hollins Alumnce Quarterly 

Faculty Notes 

D R. GLADYS PALMER, formerly Professor of Sociology at Hollins, has 
resigned her position in order to do important research sponsored by. the 
University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Palmer's study, which deals with women 

workers in industry, was the subject of an Associated Press dispatch from Washington 
recently. Having made a survey of 609 women workers in four industrial summer 
schools, Dr. Palmer has found the American working girl to be a "typical worker" in 
that she is "restless, seeking variety of location or occupation." One girl had nine jobs 
in thirteen years in as many different industries and locations. 

Miss Rachel Wilson, Head of the French Department, is at Chicago University 
for a year's leave of absence. 

Dr. Natalie Colfelt, of the Sociology Department, has a year's leave of absence 
which she is devoting to writing and study at Leland Stanford University. 

Mr. Estes Cocke, Dean of Instruction, announced the following new members of 
the Faculty, and the change in rank of old members, at the formal opening of the 
College, Friday night, September r8th. The new members are: 

Frieda Baird, Associate Professor of Economics, Acting Head of Department· 
Ph. D., Robert Brookings Graduate School of Economics. ' 

Elizabeth ]. Cook, Laboratory Assistant in Chemistry; A B., Mount Holyoke. 
Margaret Glasgow, Instructor in French; A B., Hollins College; M. A, U ni­

versity of South Carolina. 
Anne Louisc Erwin, Instructor in Physical Education; A. B., North Carolina 

CoIlege for Women; M. A, Columbia University. 
N. R. Grecn, In tructor in Psychology; M. A., University of Pennsylvania. 
Dorothy Edna Havens, Instructor in Economics and Sociology; A. B., Hood 

College; M. A, University of Virginia. 
Mabel Martin, Instructor in English; A. B., Wells College; M. A, Columbia; 

B. Litt., Oxford. 
Mary Wood Whitehurst, Assistant Professor in Public School Music and 

II armony; B. M., Hollins College; M. A, Columbia University. 
Elizabeth Zimmerman, In tructor in Zoology; M. A, Brown University. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Poulton, A sistant in Social Office. 

Changes in rank are: 

Grace Chevraux, Acting Director of Phy ical Education. 
Laura E. Gustafson, from Assistant to A ociatc Professor of Latin. 
John M. McGinnis, from Associate Professor to Professor of Psychology. 
Lctha Ann Smith, from Instructor to As istant Profc SOl' of Physics. 
Gracc M. Sproull, from Assistant to A sociate Professor of Frcnch. Acting Head 

of Derartment this year sincc 1i s \Vilson is 011 leave of absence. 
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TED TlDWELL 

President 0/ 
Atldetic Association 

KATHERINE 'VITSCIlEN 

Prrsident 0/ 
Senior Class 

MARTHA HUGULEY 

Editor 0/ Spinster 

DOROTHY SORG 

President 0/ 
Dramatic Board 

LEONORA ALEXANDER 

Presidf71t 0/ 
Stlldmt Govemlllfllt 

BEVERLY CUALKER 

Editor 0/ StlLdmt Li/e 

BETSY RICI! 

PrNidf.lllo/ 
Y. If/. C. A. 

MARJORII! EINSTEIN 

Prcside1lt 0/ 
Music Association 

Student Officers for 1931-32 
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Personals 
'82, Crews-Mrs. E. L. Faber (Ellen 

Crews) died on March 15th, in Rich­
mond, Virginia. Her husband and three 
children survive her. 

'88, Quimby-Mrs. Sumter Smith 
(Lizzie Quimby) stopped at Hollins for a 
short visit during the summer. She is at 
present head of one of the houses at the 
Lawrenceville School for Boys, Lawrence­
ville, New Jersey. Her late husband, 
Sumter Smith, was for many years princi­
pal of the Randolph-Macon Academy. 

'89, Gay-Mrs. James Gaston (Annie 
Gay), of Hai-chau, China, is spending a 
year in this country at The Rectory, Fork 
Union, Virginia. 

'91, JI![cNeal-Mrs. Duncan Lamont 
(Katherine McNeal) has written of the 
death of her. sister, Lucy McNeal (Mrs. 
W. H. Toming), which occurred in Den­
ver, Colorado, November 6, 1930. Mrs. 
Lamont and her two sisters, Lucy and 
Lizzie, had the di tinction of being the 
first Colorado girls to attend Hollins and 
were students when Mr. and Mrs. Cocke 
celebrated their golden wedding. Mrs. 
Lamont said, "All the girls had to send 
home for wedding dresses for the gay 
event." 

'99, B{/bb-Mrs. J. W. Scherr (Jus­
tina Babb) and her husband, of Cincin­
nati, were visitors at Hollins in Septem­
ber. 

'00, Gcol'ge-An announcement has 
been received of the marriage of Eliza 
George to Mr. George Robert Hudgins, 
of Sandy Hook, Virginia. 

'10, A. B., Lewin-The following in­
teresting news from Lucy Lewin comes 
from a letter written by her to Mis 
Matty Cocke. l\Ii.s Lewin, who has a 
national reputation as teacher of the deaf, 
and who for many years has been con­
nected with the School for the Deaf in 
Staunton, Virginia, is now with the 
CI arke School for the Deaf in N orth­
ampton, Mas achusett.. Miss Lewin 
writes: "You will probably be surpri ed 
to learn that I have left Staunton, for a 
while at least, to be a director of the 

teachers' traini;g department here. When 
the offer came last year I felt that I could 
not afford to refuse, for we look upon 
this school as the foremost of its kind in 
the United States. . . . It might be 
of interest to you to know that among 
the students in the normal class are a 
young Japanese woman from Yokohama, 
a man from India and a man from Hun­
gary. The Hungarian explained to me 
to-day that he had had no friend to help 
him, so six months ago he began to learn 
English from a book! 

"Do you know this section of the 
country? The mountains around us are 
not so unlike the mountains at Hollins. 
There are Mt. Tom, Mt. Holyoke, Sugar 
Loaf, where King Philip sat to watch the 
white settlers; beautiful views in all di­
rections. With good walking shoes and a 
Ford I expect to have a pleasant year." 

'12, Sl{/ughter-Hollins has learned 
with much regret of the death of Mrs. 
Cuyler O. Meeds (Charlotte Slaughter), 
which occurred on April IS, 1930, in 
Talladega, Alabama. She had been ill for 
one year, following an operation. A few 
days before the death of Mrs. Meeds, her 
husband died of pneumonia, having been 
ill only three days. 

'IS, A. B., Riddick-Juddith Riddick 
was married August 22, 1931, at her 
home in Norfolk, Virginia, to Mr. Charles 
Price Reynolds, of Washington, D. C. 
Ruth Riddick, 'II, sister of the bride, 
was maid-of-honor. Mr. and Mrs. Rey­
nolds are making their home in Washing­
ton. 

'IS, NUl"11bcrger-Mrs. Lombard Brin­
son (Wilhelmina N umberger) is head 
buyer for women's ready-to-wear for 
]. B. White & Co., Augusta, Georgia. 
She recently sponsored the opening of a 
"College Shop" giving an attractive dis­
play of costumes and accessories for young 
women going away to college. The cos­
tumes were selected by alumna:! of various 
colleges. atalie lVlerry Cullum, '28, 
Catherine Calloway Lee, '13, and Wil­
helmina limb rger Brinson, 'IS, chose 
a complete outfit suited to the needs of a 
girl attending Hollins. Other colleges 
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were represented by their respective 
alumme. 

'18, jJJatthews-Mrs. W. P. Zachary 
(Mary l\latthews) and her husband 
stopped at Hollins recently while motor­
ing from Atlanta to their home in New 
York City. They have an interesting 
family which consists of three young 
daughters, Mary Anne, aged 6, Charlotte, 
aged 4, and Virginia, aged 9 months. 

'21, A. B., Ill/liter- Rev. and 1\lrs. 
Lewis LaMotte (Sarah Hunter) have 
announced the arrival of their second son, 
John Hunter LaMotte, on August 17, 
193 1 . 

'2+, Fettig-l\Irs. Lee S. Palmer (Jean 
Fettig) has a daughter, Jean Louise, who 
is now about eight months old. 1\I1r5. 
Palmer is living at 16254 Linwood Ave., 
Detroit, l\lichigan. 

'2+, ]al/l es-1\ Irs. S. R. Wilcox (Cath­
erine James) is case supervisor, Child 
Placing Department, Department of 
Public Welfare, Richmond, Virginia. 

'25, A. B., H' ood-Kathryn vVood, 
who has spent the pa t two years at Bryn 
Mawr doing graduate work, is in France 
for the winter working on her the -is for 
her doctor's degree. 

'25, A. B., Barger-Agnes Barger was 
married on September 26th, at her home, 
"Walnut Grove," Shawsville, Virginia, 
to l\lr. Albert Bertram Calfee Bray, Jr., 
of Logan, 'Vest Virginia. 

'25, A. B., Barroll- Kathleen Barron 
" 'as married 1\lay 20, 1931, to 1\1r. 
Arthur Charles Brennan and is living at 
J 52 Aberdeen Road, Hamilton , Ontario. 

'25, A. B., Boyd-The engagement of 
D. Louise Boyd to 1\1 r. Parmcly 'lark 
Daniels, of l\Iadison, \Visconsin, has bew 
annouJlced. 

'26, A. B., Stollc-Page Stone was 
married October 7, J 93 1, at the Second 
Presbyterian Chu rch, Roanoke, Virginia, 
to 1\lr. Leonard G. Muse and is living at 
300 Richelicu .\vcnuc, Roanokc, Virginia. 

'26, A. B., CoolI-l\Irs. A. C. \Vemple 
(Sally Coon) has a daughter, Sally Ann, 
born July 26, 1931. 

'26, A .. B., Ragsdale-Marie Ragsdale 
was marned on August 12th at her home 
in Florence, South Carolina, ~o Mr. Harry 
Lee Shaw, J r. Mary Monroe Penick '26 
was maid-of-honor. ' , 

'26, IIildreth-Jane Hildreth is work­
ing at the University Hospital Charlottes­
ville, as tcchnician ; Franccs Hildreth '28 
is teaching French at St. Anne's School' 
Charlottesville, and Katherine Hildreth' 
'34, has enrolled for several courses at 
the University of Virginia. 

'26, Stuart-A daughter, Elizabeth, 
was born to l\1rs. Herbert Gwathmey 
(Elizabeth Stuart) on June 30, 1931. 

'28, A. B., Bell- Blanche Bell was 
married on September 8th, at her home in 
San Antonio, Texas, to Mr. Henry J ack­
son Sanford. 

'29, A. B., Grrly-1\lary Shepherd Gray 
was married on April 22d, to 1\1 r. Wil­
liam Carol Rustin. 

'29, A. E., Fairfax-Alice Fairfax, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Percy Fairfax 
(Elgie Crook), '92, was married on Oc­
tober 17th, to Mr. Samuel 1\1 iller Stone 
Jr. After the first of November Mr. and 
1\lrs. Stone will be at home at 320 Wis­
consin Avenue, Oak Park, Illinois. 

'29, Gillen- lIollins has recently re­
ceived word of the sad death of Gladys 
Gille!,. On the night of July 31st, while 
crosslIlg the street ncar her home in 

hicago, she was struck by an automobilc 
and very severely injured. She was un­
conscious for threc days and died 011 

Augu~t 3d, at the John H. Murphy 
Hospital. 

',30, ~. E., 'Filsoll Eleanor "Siddy" 
\Vdson IS at S,:v~rthlllore College, where 
she has the pOSitIOn as secretary to Dean 
\ ' alcntinc. 

'30, B. 1\1., H o/wllllol/-Anna Bohan­
non was married on August 22d, to 1r. 
Booker Carter. The} arc living in Rich­
mond, Virginia. 

'30, A H., Baker-Margaret Baker 
will bc married on October 31 st to Rev. 
John \Valthour. The wedding is to take 
place at her home in Jacksonville, Florida 
a!ter ~,hich they will live in Waycross: 
(.corgla, where Rev. Walthour is pastor 
of the Episcopal Church. 
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'30, A. B., Scott-The marriage of 
Cecelia Scott, of Reidsville, North Caro­
lina, to Dr. William H. Hester, also of 
Reidsville, took place on October 10th in 
the First Methodist Church. Mary Lee 
Wiltsee, '30, was maid-of-honor and 
Elizabeth Morris, '30, and Mary Eliza­
beth Perry, '31, were bridesmaids. 

'30, A. B., Turner-Angie Turner was 
married on September 12th in the First 
Baptist Church, Roanoke, Virginia, to 
Mr. Sidney B. Jeffreys, of Chase City, 
Virginia. Among the bridesmaids were 
Nancy Lee Turner, '32, Vera Wilhelm, 
'32, l\largaret Jeffreys, '34, Anna Whit­
man, '30, and Fannie Botsford, '30. Mary 
Turner, '31, was maid-of-honor. Mr. and 
Mrs. Jeffreys are in Boston for the 
winter, where Mr. Jeffreys will work on 
his master's degree at l\/fassachusetts In­
stitute of Technology. He received his 
bachelor's degree in the Class of 1931 
at V. P. 1. 

'30, A. B., Quarles-Dorothy Quarles 
was at Hollins for a brief visit recently 
on her way to Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
She is working on her master's degree at 
Radcliffe. 

'31, A. B., lIolllles-Mary Adams 
Holmes, with her sister, Sarah Holmes, 
a Holyoke graduate of '31, has been in 
Germany since June. Part of her time 
ha been spent in study at Heidleburg, 
with some days off for a hiking trip 
through the Bl ack Forest. 

'31, A. B., Uzzell-Mabel Uzzell is 
living at the Parnassus Club in ew York 
City and studying at Columbia U ni­
versity. 

'31, B. M., Kabler-Helen Kabler is 
studying at the Eastman School of Music 
in Rochester, New York. She received a 
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scholarship from that institution, awarded 
on the merits J'f her original composition, 
which was prl 'nted at Hollins last com­
mencement by the Haesche Ensemble 
Club and under the direction of Miss 
Kabler. 

'3 I , n. ~l. , Deaton-Mary Belle 
Deaton is teaching public school music at 
Statesville, North Carolina. 

'31, A. B., Freeman-Eugenia Free­
man is studying law at Cumberland U ni­
versity, Lebanon, Tennessee. 

'31, A. B., Love-Elisabeth Love sailed 
the latter part of August for Geneva, 
Switzerland, where she will spend a year 
studying. 

'31, A. B., Price-Mary Price i study­
ing at Columbia University. 

'31, A. B., DuFlon-Dorothy DuFlon 
was married on October 24th at her home 
in New Canaan, Connecticllt, to Mr. 
Henry McComas, of New York City. 

'31, A. B., Linebel'ger-Frances Line­
berger recently made her debut in 
Raleigh, orth Carolina, after which she 
lliled for a year's study in Florence, Italy. 

'31, A. B., Ceer-Rachel Geer is doing 
graduate work at Columbia University. 

'31, A. B., Trenb(lt h-The engagement 
of Betty Trenbath to Mr. Irving Fitz­
patrick, of :Montclai r, New Jersey, was 
announced in J une. 

'31, J ones- A son has been born to 
Ir. and Mrs. William Harrington (Vir­

ginia Jones), of Cambridge, Maryland. 

'31, Partlow-Margaret Partlow, who 
graduated from the niversity of A la­
bama last June, had the distinction of 
being elected to Phi Beta Kappa before 
her graduation. 

MASSAN UTTEN COLLECE PREPARATORY-ACCREDITED-AVERACE CLASS, 12 
MILITARY FOR EXECUTIVE AND PHYSICAL VALUES 

Modern Equipment, Gymnasium, Swimming Pool, Athletics, Camp 

CATALOGUE 

Slltnandoah I"alley Nrar TfI aslling/on 

\VOODSTOCK, VA. DR. HOWARD J. BENCIIOFF, Headmaster 



Alumnae Chapters 
CHAPTER PRESIDENT 

ATLANTA, GA .............••.............. ............... Mrs. R. R. Berry (Marion Koonce) 
253 14th Street, N. E. 

BALTIMORE, MD ................... .. .. ...... ............. 1\1rs. F. 1\1. Cabell (Bessie Martin) 
283{ Maryland Avenue 

BOSTON, MAss ........................... . ........... Mrs. Harry Burnett (Henrietta Taylor) 
Southborough, Mass. 

CHARLESTON, W. VA ........... ........ .......... .... Mrs. Joseph Crane (Almeda McWhorter) 
2017 Quarrier Street 

CllARLOTTESVILLE, VA ..................................................... Frances Hildreth 

CHICAGO, ILL .......................................... , ................ Mary Louise Mayo 
484 Sheridan Place, Highland Park, Ill. 

COLUMBUS, GA ................................ ..... ................... Mary Elizabeth Tune 
1246 4th Avenue 

DALLAS, TEXAS ....................................... Mrs. Lang Wharton (Rebecca Phillips) 
4209 Lakeside Drive 

DANVILLE, VA ............•............................ 1\'I.rs. B. V. Booth, Jr. (Florence Penn) 

DETROIT, 1\frCIl ................................... Mrs. E. D. McCallum (Virginia B. Martin) 
3335 Cortland Avenue 

EASTERN SnORE .............................................. Mrs. George Oliver (Clara Bell) 
Machipongo, Va. 

GREENSBORO, N. c.. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ..... . ............. Virginia 1\lcClamI'och 
122 West Smith Street 

HUNTINGTON, W. VA .....•...............................•................... Jessie Keister 
618 I Ith Street 

KANSAS CITY, 1\10 ........................................................... Berenice Ford 
2917 Flora Avenue 

KNOXVILLE, TENN .... . ............. " ....... Mrs. John 1(. Gillespie, Jr. (1\largaret 1\lcClellan) 
1913 White Avenue 

LEXINGTON, Ky .......................................... Mrs. Francis Massie (Edith Castle) 
216 Market Street 

LEXINGTON, VA ..................................... 1\lrs. F. 1\1. P. Pearce, Jr. (Emily Penick) 

LOUISVILLE, I(y......... ... ............. . ...... Mrs. frank Thompson (Ida Maney Webb) 
Mockingbird Valley 

LYNCHBURG, VA .... ................... ..... ............ .......... .......... Rhoda lloward 
lIOI Federal Street 

1\1EMPIllS, TENN ........................................ 1\1rs. K. G. Duffield (Edyth Mallory) 
415 Goodwin Avenue 

NEW ORLEANS, LA ...................................... Mrs. J. M. McBryde (Flora Webster) 
1500 Jefferson Avcnue 

NEW YORK CITY ..........•........................ 1\lrs. Henry L. Schmelz (Annie Moomaw) 
401 West End Avcnue . • 

NORFOLK, VA ................................................ ........ ,., .. Camilla l'crcbee 
727 Raleigh Avenue 

PETERSBURG, VA ............ ....... ..................................... Rosa lVlay Seward 
5 J 1I piter Street . ' 

PENINSULA ......................•...................... Mrs. James Darling (Sarah WlIlfree) 
lIa III pton, Va. 

PHiLADELPIllA, PA ............... , .................... Mrs. Jos. Adamson (Mary L. Wetmore) 
12 East Sedgwick, Mt. Airy, Pa. 

RALEIGH, N. C ....................................... Mrs. Robert Yancey (Margaret Hunter) 
400 Person Street 

RICHMOND, VA ....... , .............................. Mrs. F. B. Richardson (Eudora Ramsay) 
Westover lJills 

ST. LOUIS, rlffo ...................................... Mrs. Theodore Barker (Nancy Edwards) 
726 Interdrivc Street 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS ............•......................... Mrs. A. J. Bell (Blanche Browne) 
13 I West Agnrita , 

TRIANGLE. . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .... ....... . .. Mrs. Thomas J. Klllg (Gertrude Clare) 
5~2 Greenwood Road, Roanoke, Va. 

URBANA, OHIO .........•.. " .............................................. florence Barlow 

WASHINGTON, D. C ............................. .... Mrs. Robert Waters (Elizabeth lIardesty) 
829 Quincy Street, N. W. 

0)- WlLL CHAPTERS 1'LEASI~ NOTII'Y ALU~fNAh OI'FICK Olt LI1ANC,i-; IN OFHCEltS? -C. 
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